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Volume 65  Number 1  Sept  – Oct 2023 

The Crane 
 

Alachua Audubon-sponsored weekend field 
trips have started back with outings in August 
to the Hague Dairy and Cones Dike. The field 
trip committee is currently planning more 
outings for September and October to loca-
tions where fall migrants can be found. Check 
the Alachua Audubon Society's website  
calendar or Facebook page for upcoming field 
trips. 
     The Wednesday bird walks at Sweetwater 
Wetlands Park start back on September 6th 
and will occur every Wednesday morning at 
8:30 from September through May. Join an 
Audubon volunteer for a stroll around Sweet-
water where we typically see over 50 species 
of  birds each week. 
     The monthly Birds and Brews bird walk 
continues on the first Sunday of  each month. 
Meet at First Magnitude Brewery (at 5:45 pm 
on September 3rd and October 1st) and stroll 
to nearby Depot Park in search of  birds. Then head back to First Magnitude for an optional cold brew and  
conversation. In appreciation of  Audubon's Birds and Brews program, First Magnitude is now offering a punch 
card. Purchase a beer at Birds and Brew outings for three months in a row and receive the fourth one free.  
Thank you, First Mag, for supporting our Birds and Brews program. 
     Registration for our popular birding class is now open at the Santa Fe College Community Education website. 
Fall Term A begins September 16 so be sure to sign up to learn 
about birding, improve your skills, or to just have fun. More  
information is on page 2 of  this newsletter.  
     Don't wait for an Audubon field trip to check out the newly 
completed Tuscawilla observation tower at Tuscawilla Preserve 
in Micanopy. Alachua Audubon provided a 50% match to  
Alachua Conservation Trust to build this tower.. 
     Happy fall migration! 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A recent field trip to Camps Canal led by Ben Fick (with scope).  
Photo by Pratibha Singh.  

Inside this issue: 
 

Birding Class; Bird Ramble  p. 2 
Cornell’s Young Birders Event  p. 3 
Kestrel Research   p. 5-6 
Call for College Interns  p. 8 
Wednesday Walks Resume at SWP p. 9 
Prevent Window Collisions  p. 10 
Eagle Watch Resumes   p. 11 By Debbie Segal 

https://alachuaaudubon.org/events/field-trips/
https://www.facebook.com/AlachuaAudubon
https://www.facebook.com/AlachuaAudubon
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Birding Class Offered 
 

Want to learn to be a birder? Want to improve 
your skills? Santa Fe College in partnership with 
Alachua Audubon is offering two bird watching 
courses this fall. Courses consist of  4 field trips, 
guided by experienced birders, to local natural  
environments. Field trips will last 2-2.5 hours  
with classes held on the following dates: 

Register online at the Santa Fe College Community 
Education website. Enter “bird” into the search 
box (upper left)to locate the class, or call 352-395-
5193 to register by phone. Openings are limited so 
register right away. If  you cannot attend a fall class, 
winter and spring courses are offered. 

Fall Term A 
September 16 
September 23 
September 30 
October 7 

Fall Term B 
October 28 
November 4 
November 11 
November 18 

NOW  

Bird Rambles 
 

Alachua Audubon offers occasional 
weekday birding trips for people 
wanting easier, more leisurely outings 
than our more energetic weekend 
fare. We typically walk one mile or 
less (or farther but with options to 
turn around) and stay on wide paths 
and even terrain. 
     Our next scheduled ramble is 
8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, September 
26th, at Tuscawilla Preserve, 1.2 
miles south of the Micanopy traffic 
light on US-441, then right (west) on 
SE 165th Ave/SE Tuscawilla Rd; 
then 0.3 miles. Parking is available 
on the right at the Micanopy Native 
American Heritage Preserve 
(directly across the street from the 
Tuscawilla Preserve). GPS coordi-
nates: 29°30'08.4"N 82°16'11.2"W (Google Map) Park and meet there by 8:30 a.m. There is a 1.5 mile trail and a 
new observation platform. You can read all about it (& watch a 3 minute video) here: Alachua Conservation Trust 
— Tuscawilla Preserve.  
     If you would like to be added to the email contact list for these weekday “bird rambles,” please send an email 
to AlachuaAudubonMembership @gmail.com. Membership is not required to attend (but is always appreciated). 

https://ss2.sfcollege.edu/ar/communityEd/AR3000StuCrsListingFE.jsp#/?termYr=2023&termCd=F&sessionCd=A
https://www.google.com/maps/search/29%C2%B030'08.4%22N+82%C2%B016'11.2%22W?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi57unytPDqAhVJHqwKHetaBDMQ8gEwAHoECAsQAQ
https://www.alachuaconservationtrust.org/tuscawilla-preserve-guide
https://www.alachuaconservationtrust.org/tuscawilla-preserve-guide
mailto:AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com
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The Cornell Lab Young Birders Event: Helping High Schoolers to Spread Their Wings  

In I haca, N w York, th r  t nd   two- tory building with 
tate-of-the-art technology and  fe e’  upply of birding 

guid  n  binocular . It perche  among t a tall fore t that, 
being f ed w h myri d woodp k r  of th  yellow-bellied 
variety, i  un urpri ingly known a  ap ucker ood . rh p  
you’v  noticed it  logo — al o a yellow-bellied ap ucker — 
wh n open ng e ird, to log your l t t lif r, or erlin Bird 
ID, to record a ound. You’ve probabl  een a few photo  
from it  v t ulay Library online. aybe you’ve even 
watched a liv  rea  of  pond or birdfeeders b fore. No 
matter how avid an avian watcher you are, you v  undoub ed-
y tumbl d ro  th  Cornell Lab of Ornithology in ome 
way or another. The orne  ab onn t  ll of u  bird-
lover . It even attract  high chool birder , who’ve realiz d 
he r aff n y for our f th r d fri nd  o early in life. 

a  year, I h d th  privil g  of tt nding the Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology’  Young Birder  Ev n , a four-day umm r 
progr m h ld for ixteen junior  and enior  from acro  the 
world. To pp y, an n ere ed high hool r n d  only a pa ion for birding, and a willingne  to expand the  

nd. 
he exper en  w  highly imm r iv , allowing u  to not only ob erve, but ab orb what Ith  and orne  

h v  to off r.  t y d in dorm  on the univer ity’  campu  but, in reality, pen  very e m  l ping. ’d 
w k   the break of dawn, birding for the next ix to twelve hou s each day n v riou  lo tion  throughout rural 
New York. In total, we aw nearly 130 peci s over he cour  of thr  d y . Th  t unding kill of the Lab’  or-
nithologi t  even helped us s  o e rar , u h  th  worm- ting warbler. 
     However, our tim  p nt birding ount  for only a fraction of all the opportunitie  we w  g ven o pr d 

our wing  nd xplor  the field of ornithology at 
large. The event erve  to u  b rd-re a ed p ion  
of all typ , nd that it did. We explored the Lab’  
collection of over 42,000 b rd pec n , xp ri-
m nt d with ound recording gear and analy i  oft-
ware, learned abou  h  ar  of c enc  ommuni
tion, nd w e taught about the tudie  of migration 
and fire ecology, s we  a  a ultitud  of ornitholo-
gy-r l ted career path . We were given a chance to 
meet the ab’  d rector nd  br nd-n w, un-
publi hed data generated by eBird. Each new activi-
ty w s conduc ed by  l ding xp rt in th ir re pec-
tive field, and we were encouraged to a k any nd 
a  que ons w  h d. 
     A  he e of th  v nt, I w  n in o ing en-
ior in Gaine ville High chool’  Birdwatching ub*. 
I had b n  m mb r of th  lub ince fre hman 
year, in pired to join at fir t by a love o  b o ogy and 
n tur , but w  oon ntr nced by all it had to offer. 

Becoming involved with t  c ub a  a h gh hool r llow d m  to di cover how I love the imple, wonderful mo-
ment  o  na ure, uch  th  mini ul  rhythm that can be found in the movement  of a pine warbler s  rou ne-
y fe d , boun ing from twig to twig. The Young Birder  Event taught me to expand h s ove, and explor  how 
my p ion for ornithology ha  the potential to branch out to o many d fferen  a p t  of my lif . On  I t ted 

David standing with Jonah Perelman (middle) and Braydon 
Luikart, two other Young Birders, inside the Lab's specimen  
library.   
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to pay enough attention, I began to notice how al  o  he e, nut  d t il  th t m o in ignificant to an 
environment are really the pillar  tha  uppor   growth. I f ll in lov  with the precariou ly balanced nature of 

lorida’  environm n s, and how heir h r hn  i  l o th  r on for their extreme biodiver ity and ecologi-
cal por ance  Thi  lov  hon d my fo us on the importance of con ervation. 
     A year a er, I’m now n in oming Wildlife Ecology and Con ervation major at the Univer ity o  or da, 
and  rogr m A i t nt t the lorida u eum of Natural Hi tory, upervi ing young vo un eer   th y hon  
th ir i n  communication kill  and build on their love of the life c ence . I look b k t my xp ri n  at 
the Young Birder  Event with fondne  and gratitud  for he n p r tion nd growth it timulated in me. With-
in the pan of only five day , it help d  o e ab h profound onn tion  to my fellow Young Birder , with 
whom I till regularly corre pond  th  L b of Ornithology, d all the feathered, flapping fauna within the nat-
ural env ron ent round m . t rting my college career, I take comfort knowing my high choo  exper ence  
provid d m  with  foundation on which to expand a  I tudy nature with the go  o one day a d in th  mov
m nt g in t climate change. 
        By David Cagle 
 
*Alachua Audubon is pleased to support the Gainesville High School Birding Club. 

AAS Young Birders Club 
 

Calling all young bird enthusiasts! Alachua 
Audubon has recently launched a local  
chapter of  the Florida Young Birders Club 
(FYBC)! The FYBC is a statewide initiative 
designed to connect and empower birders 
and future conservation leaders from the  
ages of  9-17. Members will have the oppor-
tunity to attend monthly local birding trips 
and participate in a variety of  bird-related 
activities. 
     From a Big Day event in October to 
statewide joint field trips, the FYBC is plan-
ning a number of  exciting activities for new 
members to take part in! Any interested 
young birders are encouraged to reach out to 
Alachua Audubon for information on joining 
the chapter. Send an email to  
contact@AlachuaAudubon.org.  
 

   By Bella Gonzalez 

mailto:contact@AlachuaAudubon.org
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Southeastern American Kestrel Studies in North Central Florida 
 

Alachua County and surrounding areas have a history of efforts to conserve Southeastern American Kestrels 
(SEAMKE) going back decades when Bob Simons and others began installing nest boxes to provide increased 
nesting opportunities for this threatened bird. More recent  
history is described by Ken Meyer of the Avian Research and 
Conservation Institute (ARCI). 
     In Spring 2021, Meyer began banding and deploying tracking 
devices on juvenile Southeastern American Kestrels at the invi-
tation of Santa Fe Audubon (SFA) and their kestrel program 
manager, Bill Chitty. This included engaging SFA board mem-
bers in the hands-on aspects of the handling, banding, and tag-
ging work, which is ongoing.  
     In January 2022, ARCI was invited by Alachua County’s Envi-
ronmental Protection Department, Alachua Audubon Society 
(AAS), and AAS’s Bob Simons to visit the Metzger tract and 
learn more about their conservation interests and programs for 
SEAMKE and Florida Burrowing Owls. Meyer met AAS volun-
teer Miguel Olvera, whom Bob Simons had trained, at this time. 
     In May 2022, Miguel began working with Meyer (volunteering 
initially, then as a paid ARCI employee) to band, attach transmitters, and track juvenile SEAMKE from nest boxes 
in Putnam County with SFA members. This included Miguel gradually helping demonstrate these techniques to 
other volunteers. AAS and ARCI began discussing plans to focus similar work on the Metzger tract. (Also in May 

2022, ARCI began a telemetry study of juvenile kestrels 
with members of the Hernando Audubon Society, work 
which is ongoing.) 
     In May-June 2023, the AAS/ARCI collaboration on 
the Metzger tract began banding, tagging, and tracking 
juvenile kestrels and teaching additional AAS members 
and interns about SEAMKE conservation biology. These 
efforts resulted in tagging and ongoing tracking of five 
fledgling males and four fledgling females to determine 
their dispersal locations. This information will allow AAS 
and ARCI to expand our kestrel project to potentially 
enhance nesting opportunities at post-fledging locations. 
Over 20 kestrels fledged in 2023 from the AAS-installed 
nest boxes on the Metzger tract which marks a very suc-
cessful nesting season.  

Chicks are weighed prior to tagging as a minimum 
weight is required.  

Top right: Ken Meyer weighs a kestrel chick as Roxy Ohanyan 
holds another chick and AAS intern Olivia Wulfekuhl  
observes. 
 

Above left: Miguel Olvera holds a chick just tagged by  
Ken Meyer. 
 

Bottom left: Ken and Miguel tag a chick as Roxy Ohanyan 
takes photos and AAS board member Gary Gossman looks 
on.  
 

All photos taken by Eric Amundson at the Metzger Tract, a 
restricted access area in Alachua County, where numerous  
kestrel nest boxes have been installed by Alachua Audubon.  
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WILDLIFE ALERT 

Tracking Southeastern American Kestrels in North Central Florida 
 

The Southeastern American Kestrel (Falco sparverius paulus) is a declining subspecies listed as Threatened by the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC). FWC researchers have initiated the first telemetry 
study of Southeastern American Kestrels of its kind using lightweight GPS tags. Little is known about movement 
patterns, home range size, or habitat use of our breeding kestrels in Florida. For example, Southeastern American 
Kestrels are thought to be non-migratory, but their winter movements have never been studied to confirm this.  
     In the spring of this year, we captured 14 adult female kestrels at their nests and fitted them with “backpack” 
telemetry units. To capture kestrels, we used telescoping net poles to cover the entrance of nest boxes to intercept 
the female as she flushed. If the female did not immediately flush, we used a ladder to access the nest box and  
either carefully captured her by hand or flushed her into the net. After release, we closely monitored the move-
ments of the tagged females using a portable base station that connects to each tag and downloads recent move-
ment data.  
     As expected, we are finding that many of our tagged females can be easily located near their nest boxes when 
chicks are present. However, movements are less predictable after the chicks fledge or nests fail. For example, one 
kestrel that we tagged at a nest box near highway 316 in Marion County has repeatedly traveled up to 20 kilometers 
[almost 12.5 miles] post-nesting to the historic district in downtown Ocala and the surrounding suburbs. She has 
made frequent stops at the athletic fields at Fort King Middle School, which interestingly is called “Home of the 
Falcons.”  
     FWC is currently conducting this research project in Marion and Levy counties but plans to expand the project 
to Alachua and Citrus counties next year. Our study will continue through 2025.  
 

        By Karl Miller and Robert Mulligan.  
    Photos by Robert Mulligan and Andrew Cox  
 

Suspect a crime against Florida’s birds, fish, wildlife or natural resources? See 
an injured animal? Report incidents to FWC’s Wildlife Alert Reward Program 
online or call 888-404-3922. From your cell phone call *FWC or #FWC, or send a 
message to Tip@MyFWC.com. Learn more at MyFWC/contact/wildlife-alert.  

https://myfwc.com/contact/wildlife-alert/
mailto:Tip@MyFWC.com
https://myfwc.com/contact/wildlife-alert/
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Project FeederWatch 
 

Here’s a way to contribute to bird conservation from 
home. Project FeederWatch is a November-April survey 
of birds that visit backyards, nature centers, community 
areas, and other locales in North America. All you need is 
an area with plantings, habitat, water, or food that attracts 
birds. The schedule is completely flexible. Count your 
birds for as long as you like on days of your choosing, 
then enter your counts online. Your counts allow you to 
track what is happening to birds around your home and 
to contribute to a continental dataset of bird distribution 
and abundance. 
     Project FeederWatch is supported almost entirely by 
its participants. The annual participation fee is $18 for 
U.S. residents. These contributions cover materials, staff 
support, web design, data analysis, and a year-end report. 
Participants receive the year-end summary, Winter Bird 
Highlights, a double-sided poster of eastern and western 
common feeder birds, a calendar, and more. Without the 
support of participants, this project wouldn’t be possible. 
Learn more at Project FeederWatch. 

A MOST REMARKABLE CREATURE  
The Hidden Life of the World’s Smartest Birds of Prey 

by Jonathan Meiburg 

This was a most remarkable book! Almost two hundred years 

after Darwin noted the “mischievous and inquisitive” birds 

now called Striated Caracaras, Jonathan Meiburg “takes us on 

a most entertaining journey from the fog-bound coasts of 

Tierra del Fuego and the Falklands to the tropical forests of 

Guyana in search of these curious birds, their origins, and 

their possible futures. Along the way, Meiburg draws us into 

the life and work of William Henry Hudson, a Victorian writer 

and naturalist who championed caracaras as an unsung won-

der of the world.” Book website Shelf Awareness describes 

the book as “much more than a scientific profile. It is a grand 

intellectual adventure involving dinosaurs, DNA, naturalists, 

exploration and survival. Meiburg is a gifted storyteller, and 

one can’t help but fall under the same spell he did.” Interest-

ingly, Meiburg is also known as the leader of the band Shear-

water. A friend loaned this book to me but I will be purchas-

ing my own copy to keep. Highly recommended! 

     Karen Brown 

BOOK OF NOTE 

http://feederwatch.org/explore/year-end-reports/
http://feederwatch.org/explore/year-end-reports/
https://feederwatch.org/about/project-overview/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gainesvillealachua-county-climate-change-summit-tickets-671464978827?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Only YOU Can Prevent Window Collisions 
 

Below are just some of the Gainesville birds reported as killed by window collisions to the UF Bird  
Window Collision Project:  
 

  Red-eyed Vireo  90 
  Cedar Waxwing  41 
  Common Yellowthroat 18 
  Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 14 
  American Robin  10 
 

     It is tragic that so many migratory birds should come to the end of their challenging migration jour-
neys in such a wasteful way. Birds constantly face threats to their survival, both in the air and on the 
ground. Windows in our homes should not be one of those threats. Ornithologists consider window 
collisions to be the second largest cause of bird mortality after habitat loss, causing millions of deaths 
yearly just in the United States. Most deaths from window collisions occur during spring and fall migra-
tion and fall migration is happening now. 
     Birds cannot distinguish a reflection of trees in a window from real trees. They try to fly through the 
seemingly open space, only to be 
stunned or killed when they collide 
with glass. Something can be done – 
one simply needs to break up the  
reflection every 2-4 inches. There are 
numerous options available. The 
Acopian style bird savers are fairly sim-
ple do-it-your-self projects or they can 
be ordered online. Alachua Audubon 
offers personalized advice—send an 
email to  
contact@AlachuaAudubon.org.  
     Follow these links for views of  
solutions and suggestions on how to 
prevent bird collisions. They range 
from simple, inexpensive do it yourself 
projects to affordable and attractive 
window treatments you can purchase.  
     Acopian BirdSavers 
     Stop Birds Hitting Windows 
Learn more on the AAS website here.  
   
  By Karen Brown 

Ovenbird killed by a window collision. 

The University of Florida Bird Window Collision Project  
is currently collecting bird strike data across campus and 
around Alachua County, determining factors such as how 
many birds are killed, what species are most affected, what 
buildings are most responsible, and more. The database has 
39 species and more than 280 observations recorded so far. 
More data is needed to make the case for bird-safe windows 
wherever possible. Please join us in this effort by reporting 
any dead bird sightings to our iNaturalist Bird Window Colli-
sion Project. 
     After gathering the facts about campus bird collisions, the 
data will be made available to University of Florida and city/
county officials who can make the changes that these build-
ings need to mitigate bird impacts. Also, the Florida Museum 
of Natural History at UF welcomes salvaged bird specimens 
of all species for their research collections. Please contact 
Andrew Kratter (kratter@flmnh.ufl.edu) if you find a bird 
killed by collision with a window.  
 

mailto:contact@AlachuaAudubon.org
https://www.birdsavers.com/
https://abcbirds.org/solutions/prevent-home-collisions/
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/preventing-window-collisions/
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/university-of-florida-bird-window-collision-project
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/university-of-florida-bird-window-collision-project
mailto:kratter@flmnh.ufl.edu
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Please Support AAS Initiatives 
 

The Alachua Audubon Society is an all-volunteer 

organization. Your membership and contributions 

help us to both continue and expand our work of 

providing education and outreach about birds and 

birding and supporting local conservation efforts. 

We support a high-school scholarship program, a 

college internship program, a library "backpack for 

birding" lending program, youth education and field 

trips, a new Young Birders Chapter, and many other 

education and outreach efforts.  

     Our recent annual planning board meeting result-

ed in our 2023-2024 Initiatives. Please feel free to 

review them on our website here and read about our 

many activities on our website. Please continue to 

join, renew your annual membership, and donate as 

you are able. All support is greatly appreciated! 

Annual Lubee Bat Festival  

L ubee Bat Conservancy is excited to welcome 
you to our 19th Annual Florida Bat Festival to 

be held Saturday, October 21st, from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Come celebrate with us as we continue to 
spread bat conservation awareness and enjoy all the 
batty festivities! Our family-friendly festival prom-
ises to be another fun-filled event this year.  
 

ADMISSION/DONATION:  

$5 AGES 5-12 | $10 AGES 13 & up 

KIDS 4 AND UNDER FREE 

Lubee Bat Conservancy is an international non-

profit organization dedicated to saving bats and 

their habitats through research, conservation, and 

education, with a 

focus on children 

and community  

engagement.  

We hope to 
see you 
there!! 

It’s happening!! The start of the Bald Eagle nesting sea-
son in Florida is upon us and we are ready and excited 
to have our eagles back. 
 

In preparation for the 2023-2024 nesting season, Eagle-
Watch will be hosting several online volunteer train-
ings. Potential new volunteers, or inactive volunteers 
who wish to reactivate this season, are required to  
attend one of these trainings. Returning volunteers are 
not required to attend but may find it beneficial as a 
refresher and to learn about any technology changes 
for the season. 
 

Trainings are free but registration is required to attend. 
Below are the scheduled dates and times. Click the link 
to register for the date/time that works best for you: 
 

Saturday Sept 9th 10am-12pm EST via Zoom  
 

Saturday Sept 16th 10am-12pm EST via Zoom 
 

Tuesday Sept 19th 6pm-8pm EST via Zoom 
 

Sunday Sept 24th 2pm-4pm EST via Zoom 
 

Sunday Oct 1st 2pm-4pm EST via Zoom 
 

Let me know if you have any questions or issues regis-
tering. After you submit your registration, you will  
receive an automated email with a link to join the train-
ing. If a conflict arises later and you need to cancel or 
change your registration, email me and I can arrange.  
 

I hope to see many of you at an upcoming training and 
look forward to another successful season! 
 
Shawnlei Breeding, Audubon EagleWatch Program 
Manager (Shawnlei.Breeding@audubon.org)  

https://alachuaaudubon.org/about/aas-initiatives/
https://alachuaaudubon.org/what-we-do/what-we-do/
https://alachuaaudubon.org/what-we-do/what-we-do/
https://alachuaaudubon.org/donate/
https://www.lubee.org/batfest
https://www.lubee.org
https://flagleraudubonsociety.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=086a3194d7c057a3b31265e85&id=2bae1e88df&e=75f8fa720b
https://flagleraudubonsociety.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=086a3194d7c057a3b31265e85&id=411c85dd1b&e=75f8fa720b
https://flagleraudubonsociety.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=086a3194d7c057a3b31265e85&id=7f3960d859&e=75f8fa720b
https://flagleraudubonsociety.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=086a3194d7c057a3b31265e85&id=2ea3ea552f&e=75f8fa720b
https://flagleraudubonsociety.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=086a3194d7c057a3b31265e85&id=104bac8c77&e=75f8fa720b
mailto:Shawnlei.Breeding@audubon.org
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Monthly Birds and Brews  
 

 

     The AAS Birds and Brews event continues  
to be popular with both new and experienced 
birders. Meet the first Sunday afternoon of the 
month at First Magnitude Brewery, 1220 SE  
Veitch St. Arrive early as parking can be scarce. 
There will be an Alachua Audubon table set up 
and loaner binoculars will be available. It is a 
lovely time of day for a leisurely stroll around the 
Depot Park ponds to look for birds. Then we’ll 
return to First Magnitude for an optional brew 
and conversation. 
     All birding skill levels are welcome! 
 

Next event: Sunday, September 3rd at 5:45 p.m. 

Be sure to check out the following! 

Follow AAS on Facebook! 

Follow AAS on Instagram! 

View AAS programs on YouTube!  

Alachua County Birding on Facebook 

Alachua County Rare Bird Alert on Facebook 

Sweetwater Wetlands Park Offers  
Mobility Tours 

 

Mobility tours are now available upon request 
at Sweetwater Wetlands Park. Please schedule 
tours at least two weeks in advance by calling 
352-554-5871. For other special needs accom-
modations, please call 352-554-5871 48 hours 
in advance. Visit the park website here.  

Brent Henderson took this photo of a flamingo over Lake Pithlachocco (Newnans Lake) on August 
30th as Hurricane Idalia passed through the state. It’s a first record for Alachua County.  

https://fmbrewing.com
facebook.com/AlachuaAudubon/
https://www.instagram.com/alachuaaudubon
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLozawmUhdmKmofpyCy5b4L52SGyeDO_oD
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AlachuaCountyBirding/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152341868758218/
https://www.gainesvillefl.gov/Parks/Sweetwater-Wetlands-Park
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4212 NW 16th Blvd   Gainesville 
352-381-1997 

gainesville.wbu.com 
wbugainesville@gmail.com 

Birdseed · Feeders  · Nesting Boxes · Nature Gifts · Optics 

Mon-Sat 10-6   Sun 11-4 

 

TIDE WATER TOURS 
from Cedar Key 

 

For the ultimate birding experience 

by boat to remote coastal marshes or 

near shore islands   
Call or check out our website:  

352-543-9523  

tidewatertours.com  

https://gainesville.wbu.com/
mailto:wbugainesville@gmail.com
http://www.gainesville.thegreatframeup.com/
http://www.bluehighwaypizza.com/
http://www.kestreleco.com/
http://www.tidewatertours.com
http://www.tidewatertours.com/
http://www.tidewatertours.com/
mailto:BuzBireline@BosshardtRealty.com
https://sweetwaterinn.com/
https://www.selvaverde.com/
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Alachua Audubon Society 
P. O. Box 140464 
Gainesville, Florida 32614-0464 
AlachuaAudubon.org 

The Crane 
Sept – Oct 2023 

Join Alachua Audubon! 
 

Benefits of membership include expert-led field trips,  
programs for adults and youth, The Crane  newsletter, 
conservation advocacy with local & state legislators,  
& much more. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Membership Levels 
Choosing a higher level provides additional  

support for our conservation & education efforts.  
Student  $10  Individual  $25 
Family  $35  Limpkin  $50 
Purple Gallinule     $100  
Swallow-tailed Kite     $250 
Sandhill Crane     $500 
Whooping Crane (lifetime membership) $1,000 

Sliding scale memberships welcome. Send what you can afford.  
 

Join online with PayPal at AlachuaAudubon.org/join/ 

or send your application (print from the website) and check 
payable to Alachua Audubon Society to PO Box 140464, 
Gainesville, FL 32614-0464. Include your name, address and 
email. The Crane is distributed via email. Your email address 
will not be shared with other organizations. 
 

Alachua Audubon (AAS) is an official chapter of National 
Audubon and Audubon Florida. If you belong to National 
Audubon and live in this area, you are automatically a member 
of AAS.  
 

To join National Audubon, please go to AlachuaAudubon.org/
Join/ where you will be directed to their membership page.  
A portion of your introductory membership will be credited to 
our local chapter and you will become an annual member of the 
National Audubon Society, Audubon Florida and Alachua 
Audubon, with one-year subscriptions to National Audubon 
magazine, Audubon Florida Naturalist magazine, and Alachua 
Audubon’s bi-monthly newsletter, The Crane. To renew your 
National membership, click here.  
 

Please send any questions to  
AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com 

Gift Memberships Available! 

Alachua Audubon is a 501(c)3 organization. A copy of our official 
registration and financial information may be obtained from the 
Florida Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-
7352) or visiting their website at fdacs.gov/Consumer-Resources. 
The state registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or  
recommendation by the state. 

The Alachua Audubon Society’s mission is to foster 
appreciation and knowledge of birds and other native 
wildlife, to protect and restore wildlife populations 
and their habitats, and to promote the sustainable use 
of natural resources. 
 

Submissions to The Crane are welcomed.  
Deadline for the Nov – Dec issue: October 15th.  
For advertising information, contact the editor at 
Contact@AlachuaAudubon.org  
 

Annual subscription to The Crane is included in 
National Audubon and/or Alachua Audubon 
membership.  
 

Alachua Audubon Society, Inc. is one of more than 
40 Audubon chapters in Florida and is chartered by 
the National Audubon Society and Audubon Florida.  

Alachua Audubon offers all our neighbors respect, 
inclusion, and opportunities to participate and be 
heard in our organization. Please read the Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion statement on our website here. 
Comments and suggestions are welcomed. 

President ................................ Debbie Segal 

Vice President .......................... Tim Hardin 

Secretary .................................... Felicia Lee 

Treasurer ...........................Elizabeth Mance 

Membership ............................ Karen Brown 

Field Trips ................................ Tim Hardin 

Education .............................. Kate Hellgren 

Birding Class ....................... Gary Gossman 

Banding Lab ....................... Jonathan Varol 

Festivals  ............................. Eric Amundson 

Conservation............................. Bob Simons 

Editor/Ads ............................  Karen Brown 

AAS Website ................ AlachuaAudubon.org 

Facebook .. facebook.com/AlachuaAudubon/ 

Instagram .................... @alachuaaudubon 

Contact us at contact@AlachuaAudubon.org  

Alachua Audubon Officers &  
Committee Chairpersons  

http://www.AlachuaAudubon.org
https://www.alachuaaudubon.org/join/
https://alachuaaudubon.org/join/
https://act.audubon.org/onlineactions/DH8fxTkoC0qHjXF9fZCtRw2?chapter=E18
https://act.audubon.org/onlineactions/DH8fxTkoC0qHjXF9fZCtRw2?chapter=E18
https://www.audubon.org
https://fl.audubon.org
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/
https://fl.audubon.org/about-us/audubon-florida-naturalist-magazine
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/newsletter-yearbook/
https://act.audubon.org/a/fall-renew-match-dm-ads
mailto:AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com
https://www.fdacs.gov/Consumer-Resources
mailto:Contact@AlachuaAudubon.org
https://www.alachuaaudubon.org/about/diversity-equity-and-inclusion-statement/
mailto:AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org
http://www.facebook.com/AlachuaAudubon/
https://www.facebook.com/AlachuaAudubon/
mailto:@alachuaudubon
mailto:contact@AlachuaAudubon.org

