Saturday, February 16, 8:00 AM

Chapman’s Pond/Urban Ponds Circuit

Meet Bob Carroll in the Chapman’s Pond parking lot
to commence a morning tour of the urban pond cir-
cuit. Gainesville’s patchwork of ponds and retention
areas can host a fair diversity of waterfowl. Recently,
several Common Goldeneye have been seen at Chap-
man’s Pond. If conditions ate good for ducks at the
441 overlook, you’ll also stop there. Difficulty: 1

Saturday, March 9, 7:00 AM

Emeraidu Marsh

The Wildlife Drive begins in a patchwork of old fields
and hardwood hammocks and ends in a marsh heaving
with coots. Among them is usually a good diversity of
ducks and wading birds. At the time of publication, a
Lazuli Bunting is being seen on the Wildlife Drive. If
time permits, explore some very special sparrow habi-
tat in the area. Meet trip leader Bubba Scales at Sweet-
bay/FL Bookstore 1I at 2002 SW 34 St. Bring a lunch
and prepare for a full day in the field. Ditticulty: 2

Saturday, March 22, 8:00 AM

SPECIAL EVENT—Butterflies at San Felasco

North American Butterflv Association chapter presi-
dent Kathy Malone and AAS president Mike Meisen-
berg co-lead this early-season buttertly intensive out-
ing. Meet at San Felasco Hammock parking lot on
Millhopper Road. Don’t forget the $2/vehicle park
entry fee. Difficulty: 3
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Feuary and March Field Tris

Conservation Lands Educational
Field Trips

The Conservation Lands Educational Field
Trip program (CLEFT) is a new direction in
community outreach for AAS. CLEFT pro-
grams are designed to bring attention to local
land conservation efforts. These trips are
conducted on properties purchased to protect
natural resources and will be co-led bv a rep-
resentative from the agency or organization
that owns the land.

Saturday, February 23, 9:00 AM

Lake Tuscawilla Preserve

In 2006, Alachua Conservation Trust ac-
quited this 379 acre tract of land beside Tus-
cawilla Prairie near Micanopy. Meet ACT
board member John Winn and AAS guide
Adam Kent in the Sweetbay parking lot (2003
SW 34th St.) for an interpretive tour of this
historic property. Difficulty: 2

Saturday, March 29, 9:00 AM

Loblolly Woods

Meet Nature Operations Habitat Specialist
Geoff Patks at the Westside Park plavground
parking lot near NW 34th St. and NW 8th
Ave. The floodplains around the confluence
of Hogtown and Possum Creeks are accessi-
ble by a system of boardwalks, trails, and ob-
servation platform. Difficulty: 1

Trip Difficulty 1: Trip within easy access to the vehicle and/or level terrain one mile or less 2: May involve uneven terrain one to
two miles 3: May involve elevation change, uneven terrain, and/or greater than two miles
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Alachua Audubon Officers &
Chairpersons of
Standing Committees

President ............ Michael Meisenburg 495-1791
Vice President................... Bob Carroll 372-6698
Secretary............. Susan Semmervitle 378-2808
Treasurer .............. Dotty Robhins 386 454-8087
Membership .. ... Paul Moler 495-9419
Field Trips... .. Bubba Scales 381-1997
Education ..occovvvreennes Emily Schwartz 372-0754
Birding Classes.............. Kathy Haines 372-8942
Festivals ...ooveeeenee Barbara Mollison 373-4270
Conservation.......Michael Meisenburg 495-1791
Crane Editor .....oveernnnnnn. Ingrid Scales 367-1065

........ Submissions: neznarfi@hotmail.com
Advertising............. Cecelia Lockwood 281-7659
Historian ....coccovevrrnnnnes Martha King 372-4149
Website .ococorererererrenes Rex Rowan 371-9296
Yearbook ......cccoeervenenane Bob Carroll 372-6698

{rane Circulation.......Margaret Green 378-3314
Assisting with Crane circulation: Alice Tyler, Pat
Burns, Noncy Oakes

AAS Website ... www.flmnh.ufl.edu/aud

The Alachua Audubon Society’s
mission Is to foster appreciation
and knowledge of birds and
other native wildlife, to protect
and restore wildlife populations
and their habitats, and to pro-
mote sustainable use of natural
resoutrces.

Content of The Craneis the sole respon-
sibility of the editor and fulfils stated objec-
aves and goals of Alachua Audubon Soci-

ty. Annual subscription to The Craneis
included in AAS dues. Non-Audubon
members may subscribe to The Crane for
$8 annually. All checks for subsctiptions
or changes of address should be mailed to
Paul Moler, Membership Chairman: see
back page for address. Submissions to The
Crane are welcomed

The Crane is printed on recvcled paper.

Deadline for
Apr-May Crane:

Feb15th

Early winter 1s one of my favorite
tmes of the vear for bndwatchmg.
The first real cold snaps of De-
cember bring expectations of strav
western flvcatchers, rare sparrows,
and prized boreal species slipping
south of their normal winter

range. By late winter most ot th
unc\pcctcd and unusual birds have
been uncovered and we al setde in
and wait for spring. It is earlv win-
ter that pulses with excirement and possibilines.

Bob Wallace kicked off winter with a great sighting and a fabulous
sighting. He spotted and photographed a Western Kingbird on a
new‘nbnr fence near Alachua on November 25, The fabu
s gh ting was December 2 when he found a Swainson’s Hawk soaring
above his house long e¢nough to provide an excellent photo oppor-
tunity. This 1s only the sacund report of Swainson’s Hawk in the
county, the first coming also from Bob several vears ago in the

Alachua area.

FOUS

(On December 1 Bubba Scales found an amazing six
Golden-crowned Kinglets at San Irelas
and Becky inneis found another !'ni; v 1 oar the Progress Center.

co Counrv Park. Bob (,an‘oﬁl

Golden-crowneds tend to appear onlv sporadically, and in some
vears not at all. One of my favorie Eomi rarities 1s Brown Creeper,
and Pat Burns discovered one December 31 along the River Trail at
O’Leno State Park, which is where she found one a couple of win-
ters ago. Another good winter bird is Dark-eyed Junco: John Hiter-
mister \pw)mu one oif the shoulder of Wacahoorm Road while

stmas Count, Pine Sisking made a show this
on noted three on the Chrstmas Co

scouting tor the C
winter. Robert Norr
lowing day Bob Holt f"‘gmrrcd a r@markablc fiar;k of twent
ot NW 138 Sereet and 109 Avenue. On Ja
SPEATANCS 4t th:s,t: same locadon. Bob

unt the tol-

skins

near the intersec

nuary
4 the tlock made a s
Carroll had a lone individual in his vard on the tirst of January, but

3

as up o eleven. On the eighth ot the

within a few davs his count

month John Martin had a 1

ock of tourteen in his vard. The last time

siskins were here 1in those | 5 numbers was in the late ‘elg

The Christmas Count revealed some other great birds. Among
148 species counted were rwo White-fronted Geese, a record three
Ash-throated Flycatchers, and an astonishing cwentv-one Henslow’s
Sparrows. Pavne’s Prairic was ncarly drv but we sull eked out seven-
teen species of ducks, including a Common Goldeneye and four
American Black Ducks. Rex Rowan, who found the White-fronted
Geese plus a white Snow Goose on count day, sportted a blue-phase

Snow Goose January | while standing on the 441 plattorm on the
rwo hens,

prairie. A stunning drake Common (;(ndenq& along witl

settled at Chapman’s pond and were reported by several birders in
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the days tollowing the count.
There were several interestng reports of out-of- MicANOPY ANIMAL HOSPITAL
season tanagers this early winter. A group of birders
heard a Summer Tanager calling repeatedly at the en-
trance of Camp Ranch Road the weekend before
Thanksgiving. Bubba Scales had one in Westside Park

- R Medical ical Dental i
on December 27, and on January 8 Rex Rowan also edical, Surgicol and Denfol Services

) < - R i Mo“q Deapson, DVM
note one. Peter Colverson sentin a good description Lori Wendland, DVM Joan McKinney, DVM
of what he assumed was a2 Western Tanager, and Bob 306 NE Hiqkwcqlﬁ‘”, Mliccnopu, FL 32667
Carroll had a tanager in his vard he felt might be a www.micanopyanimalhospital.com 352-466-0067

Scarlet. Needless to say, anv tanager In winter 1s some-
thing of a rarity here.

‘Ut z"‘rhe calzonss will make all of
ﬁ \}"‘u ; Hour wildest dregme coMme truel”
Thanks to those who shared their sightngs through - ¥ | -

. “Bl¥e i
Januarv 14, 2008 ranwmy —
Fat Well, Live Well...  Hand-crafted brick-oven

UNION STRE oot
Check . T fd » 4 - ¢

NI ET heck us out. Ashort ide down .+ Gorgeous salads
F , M vellow flashing lght, in Micanopy. - Goumer 5!3!3(‘5%’%{;?“36?5
armers arket For some of the finest food youlll - Home-made dsserts
O - Afipe selectionof beers,

Open year round ., ) mines & sodas
Wednesdavs 4-7pm Open Tue-Sat 11:30-9:00,
y P Sun 12-8:00 / {352) 466-0062

at the Downtown Plaza

Weekly website updates

www.unionstreetfarmersmkt.com

SWEETWATER

ORGAMIC COFFEE COMPANY

THE WORLD'S FINEST
SHADE GROWN
CROAMNIC & FAIR TRADE SPECIALTY COFFEE-
WE ROAST TG OROER DAILY FOR THE
ULTIMATE FLAYOR & FRESHNESS,

We have returned to College Park, our old
neighborhood. We're an easy walk from the
University and have good parking, thanks to

St. Augustine Catholic Church.

GOERINGS BOOK STORE

College Park- 1717NW First Avenue - 377-3703
Open 10:00 to 9:00 - Sunday 10:00 to 5:00
And visit us at www.goerings.com

AVARLABLE AT

WARD'S SURERMARKET, MOCHA NOw,
WiLD BIRO'S UNLIMITED, DORN'S,
SWEET DREAMS ICE CREAM, SATCHEL'S PIZZA
UPPERCRUST BAKERY, BLUE HIGHWAY PIZZA
WD RIS BOOKS. EARTHPETS

. : : Providing outdoor:
C!.HIP*FH(E)}%&OME ' : INE 3 , = and ltravel needs
7 :: : it since 1972
SUDDENLY LAST SUMMER .

BY TENNESSEE WILLIAMS . : COLUMBIA - WILDERNESS SYSTEMS - HOBIE - KEEN
ON STAGE FEB 29-MaAR 23 VASQUE - PATAGONIA - THE NORTH FACE - YAKIMA

THE PURSUIT

_ . o Ocal
OF HAPPINESS | » sinesville: P
BY RICHARD DRESSER ' | 2331 N.W, 13TH STREET 352/861-8022
ON STAGE APRIL 18-May 11 ' 352/372-0521

888/438-4502 Sde 1l
(352) 375-HIPP ~ THEHIPP.ORG
25 SE 2ND PLACE, GAINESVILLE 1 www.brasingtons.com

THULE - ROYAL ROBBINS - KELTY - CAMELBAK AND MORE!
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BIRDING TO THE END

Sometimes an urge comes over one to keep going to
the end. Such an urge likely explains why so many
summer visitors pile into Homer, Alaska. They’ve no
more serious reason to be there except Homer is what
lies at the end of the road, and they have to check it
out — that plus the fact that in Homer vou can get a
really tasty halibut dinner.

We can identify with these folks. The urge came over
us recently to travel to the southern end of South
Ametica. Such a journey wasn’t required, but we
thought it would be a neat thing to do, and it did offer
the possibility of finding some birds we’d never seen
and gaining an appreciation for the places they call
home. It wouldn’t be careless overstatement to sav
both the birds we saw and the habitats thev live in
were stunning.

It was springtime (October), and we were headed
north from Punta Arenas, Chile. Normallv, vou can’t
get to the southern end of a continent by heading
north, but north of Punta Arenas lies Torres del Paine

RENAISSANCE PRINTING

serving your printing needs since 1972

+ DocuTech Digital Copies * Express Fax » Digital Color Copies
+ Custom Finishing « Desktop Publishing » Offset Printing
* Fast Professional Service ¢ Fras Pick-up & Delivery
4130 N.W. 16th Bivd,

Gainesviils, FL 32605
(352)372-2233 « FAX 372-3435

HELEN WARREN
REBLTOH

ERA Trend Haslty
414 MWW SFIN Plan
Cnamirsrg it F1 30806

= B ms

National Park, a place we’d been told is a must see for
naturalists of all interests. The journey took us across
150 miles of Patagonian steppes, an enormous expanse
of bunch grass praitie, looking very much like eastern
Colorado, but with birds that would meet anyone’s
definition of exciting. Many of the alkaline lakes in this
area host flocks of Chilean Flamingos, foraging actively
on the teeming populations of lake invertebrates. On
the dtier uplands Lesser Rheas, smaller cousins of the
Ostrich, meander, looking for the odd meal. The
power and speed this bird can summon when it wants
to get away would inspire envy in any human sprinter.
Shating the uplands with the Rheas are Bandurrias,
arguably the most stunningly plumaged ibis in all of the
Americas. But more unexpected was to come. Geese!
Lots of geese, Upland and Ashy-headed, broadcast all
over the place. Maybe we haven’t birded long enough,
but finding geese living in a dry grassland requires
some getting use to.

Torres del Paine National Park is gorgeous. We were
fortunate enough to be able to spend a few davs bird-
ing and botanizing in this special place. There were
two birds in particular that impressed us, both deni-
zens of the southern beech forests. The tirst was the
White-throated Treerunner, a marvelous confection in
brown and white that combines features of a piculet
and a nuthatch. In fact, the bird is related to neither.
And then there was the little Thorn-tailed Ravadito, as
fidgety as a gnatcatcher with garish colors and a long,
raised tail. The outer feathers of the tail have either lost
or never develop vanes toward the distal end, leaving
naked quills (“thorns”) sticking out on either side. It’s
hard to see how such a feature would aid the bird in
flving, so perhaps this is sexual selection at work. It
wouldn’t be the first time that one sex’ preferences
drove the other in rather weird evolutonary directions.

But now it was time to press southward. We had a
boat to catch and, if weather permitted, an island to
explore. Our objective was Horn Island, the southern-
most bit of land in the Western Hemisphere. We
hoped to spot the Striated Caracara which calls this
island home. 1t is one of the world’s rarer raptors. For-
tunately, the weather and the seas were kind and we
made it — even found the bird we’d come to see. Our
island adventure ended with a hike to the sculpture of
the albatross which is found at the island’s high point.
This bird, it is said, stands vigil over the waterv graves
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of the many mariners who have perished in these parts.

And now it is the albatross itself that we must grieve
for. According to the Roval Society for the Protection
of Birds (rspb.org.uk), some 100,000 albatrosses die
each year, caught on the baited hooks of long liners.
This is an unacceptable cost just to put fish on our ta-
ble. No one, birder or not, marveling at the aerial mas-
tery of the albatross, can imagine a world without such
a bird. We should do whatever it takes to prevent their
extinction.

Dana & Nancy Griffin

3437 W University Ave 378-0532
New Second Location!
Sweet Dreams Café, 1717 NW ist Ave 377-7784

Harmony Gardens

Nursery and Garden Center

10100 NW 13th St. Gainesville, FL
3808

(352) 378-

Providing for living exterior environments
Specializing in Native Plants

| TIDE WATER TGURS

; h'mn cedar Key i
- For the ultxmate bu-dmg expemenee by
boat to. remote cnastal marshes or uear
shore 1slands. Charter only. . .
s Call or check our websxte‘ 352-543'9523
ttdewatertours.com e

Community Calendar

® Feb 2 Sierra Club Ardisia pull —
mock, 9:00

® Feb 3-9 Cedar Key Star Party

® Feb 9 Natdve Plant Sociery Ardisia removal —
ley Farm, 10-12

® Feb 12 Native Plant Society program meeting,

® Feb 15-17 Rally for the River — Palatka

® Feb 16 Paynes Prairie Geology and Sinkhole Walk,
9:00

¢ March 1 Sierra Club Ardisia pull —
Hammock, 9:00

San Felasco Ham-

Dud-

7:30

San Felasco

® March 11 Native Plant Socicty program meeting,
7:30
® March 22 Paynes Prairie by Bike

Additional details may be found at the web sites of the

organizatons mentoned:

Cedar Key Star Party

http:/ /www.upstateastro,o rg/stars /cedarkev. hrml
Florida Native Plant Sociery Gainesville Chapre

/ /www. fnps.org/ pages,

http:,
evword=PaynesPraitie

Friends of Pavnes Prairie

hetp:/ /www.prairiefriends.o rg/
Rally for the River

herp:/ /pcccx\'cb,ox‘g/’index.php?(;pti onTeom_conentd
sk Tview&id=68& 1 remid =75

Sierra Club, Suwannee-St. Johns Chapter
herp:/ / florida.sierraclub.org/ssj/

QU Birdls Ulnimited

Your Backyard Birdfeeding Specialist’

Birdseed - Feeders - Nesting Boxes - Nature Gifts - Optics

PN
e

13

4215 NW 16" Blud  Gainesville
352-381-1997
www.wbu.com/gainesville
gainesvillewbu®@hotmail.com

Mon-Sat 10-6 Sun 12-5

i
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Alachua Audubon Society
P. O. Box 140464
Gainesville, Florida 32614-0464

The Crane
February-March 2008

Put this on your refrigerator NOW!
AAS Talks you won’t want to miss:

February 23 — Bob Bonde

Bob Bonde will give us the latest on the Florida Mana-
tee. Are populations of this gentle animal increasing?
Decreasing? Handle artifacts and ask questions.

April 19 — Frank Chapman

Frank Chapman will tell us more about those amazing
“jumpin” sturgeon that are damaging boats on the Su-
wannee.

May 24 — Tom Frazer

Tom Frazer explores what is happening to our springs
and spring runs in Florida. What are recently observed
changes and what are the potential causes and conse-
quences of these changes?

Sponsored by Alachua Audubon, all of these talks will
take place at 2:00 p.m. at the Millhopper Library meet-
ing room. Address is 3145 NW 43 Street.

¢ Name:

l| Telephone:
1 Address:
| Cinv:
1 State: Zip:

Non-profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Gainesville Florida 32601
Permit No. 18

Join Audubon!

To join Audubon on 3 levels (National, Florida, and
Alachua), fill in application and mail to:
Paul Moler 7818 Highway 346 Archer, Florida 32618

Questions? Contact Paul 495-9419 or
pmoler@worldnet.att.net

Chapter E-18 New Membership Application
Not for renewals!

Please check level of membership:
[ Basic $35.00 [ Senior $15.00 [J Student $15.00
Introductory Membership:
] One Year $20.00 [J Two Years $30.00

Make check payable to National Audubon Societv
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