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Februqry qnd Mqrch Field Trips
Solurdoy, Februory 16, 8:O0 AM
Chopmon's Pond/Urbon Ponds Circuit
Nfeet Bob Carroll in the Chapman's Pond parking lot
to commence a morning tour of the urban pond cir-
cr-rit. Gainesr..iile's patch'uvork of ponds and retenticin
areas czrt host a thir diversirt'of u,atetfourl. Recent11,

several Common Goldeneve have been seen at Chap-
man's Pond. If conditions are good for ducks at the
441 ovedook, vou'll also stop there. Difficuln: 1

Soiurdoy, Mqrch 9, 7:0O AM
Emeroido ifiErsh
The \Vildlif-e Drive begins in a patchrvork of old fields
and hardrvood hammocks and ends in a marsh hear.'ing

with coots. Among them is usualh, a good diversin of
ducks and rvading birds. At the time of publication, a

Lazuh Bunting is being seen on the Wildiife Drive. If
time permits, explore some ve1trr special sparros, habi-
tat in the area. Nleet trip leadet Bubba Scales at Su.eet-

bav/FL Bookstore II at2002 S\{'3'ld'St. Bring a lunch
and prepare for a ful1 dav tn the field. Diftrculn-: 2

Solurdoy, Mqrch 22,8:0O AM
SPECIAI EVENT-Butterflies ol Son Felqsco
North American Blrttertlv Association chapter presi-
dent I{athv N alone and A,\S president }[ike ]Ieisen-
berg co-lead this earlv-season butterflv intensir-e out-
ing. I'leet at San Feiasco Hammock parking 1ot on
i,Iillhopper Road. Don't forget the $2/r-el-ricle park
entn'tee. Difficuln': 3

Conservction Lsnds Educationsl
Field Trips

The Conscn a.it.in L;rnrls Educalional Ficlcl
'f'rip program (CLF,Ir'1) is a nerl- dit:cctiarr in
comrnr-rnin' ourreach tor A{S. CLEFI' pro-
u{am*\ are cicsigred to brine artention tr; local
Iar:cl consen'ati<,,n et-forts. These tlips are

conducretl on properties pr.trchased to pr'.>tect

narurai resolircrs ancl rrill he co-led ht'a t:ep*

resentative frr:nl tl:e agcncl i !r nrp:3niz.1tiun

that Lx\.n.s rhe i:ur,"l.

Solurdoy, Februory 23, 9:O0 AM
Loke Tuscowillo Preserve
In 2006, Alachua Consen-ation Trust ac-

quired this 379 acre tract of land beside Tus-
carvilla Prairie near N'Iicanopv. Iteet ACT
board memberJohn Winn and,\AS guide
Adam l{ent in the Su,eetbay'parking 1ot (2003

S\X, 34th St.) for an interptetive tour of this
historic propern'. Difficuln': 2

Solurdoy, Morch 29,9:O0 AM
Loblolly Woods
Meet Nature Operations Habitat Specialist
Geoff Parks at the Westside Park plavground
parking lot near NW 34th St. and N\\' Bth
,\ve. The floodplains around the confluence
of Hogtou,n and Possum Creeks are accessi-

ble bv a svstem oi boardu,alks, trails, and ob-
servation platform. Difficultr: 1

Trip Difficulty 1: Trip uithin easl access to the vehicle and/or ler.el terrain one rrile or iess 2: Jlal involve une\ren terrain one to

trvo miles 3: \Ial inr-oh-e eler.ation chanqe, llnelcn terrain, andior greater than nr-o miles
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Alachua Audubon Officers &
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President ............Michoe1 Meisenhurg 495-17 9l

Vice Presidenl. Bob Corroll 372-6698

Secre10ry.............. Suson Sommerville 378-2808

Treosurer Dolty Rohbins 386 454-8087

Membership Poul Moler 495-9419

Field Trips....... Bubbo Scoles 381-1997

Educotion Emily Schworlz 372-0754

Birding (losses Kolhy Huines 372-8942

Feslivols Borhoro Mollison 373-4270
(onservolion .......Michoel Meisenhurg 495-17 9l

Crone Editor ...................1n9rid Scoles 367-1065

........Submissions: nezn0rfi@hotmoil.com

Adverlising............. Cecelio Lockwood 281 -7 659

Hislorion .Morlho King 372-4149

Website ...Rex Rowon 371-9296

Yeorbook .. Boh Corroll 372-6698
(rone (irculotion.......Morgorel Green 3i8-3314

Assisling wilh Crone circulotion: Alice lyler, Pol

Burns, Nunry 0okes

AAS Website www.flmnh.ufl.edu/oud

71te Alachua Audubon Society's
missioa is to fostet appteciation

and knowledge of bfuds and
othet native wildlife, to ptotect
and rcstore wildlife populations
and theit habiats, and to pro-

mote sustainable use ofnatwal
tesoutces.

Content of lhe Ctaneis the sole respoo-
sibi-lin- of the editor and fulfils stated objec-
tir.es and qoals of Alachua Audubon Soci-
etr-. Annual subscription to The Ctane is
included in ;L\S dues. Non-'\uclubon
members mar, subscribe to The Ctane for
S8 annualir.. All checks for subscriptions
or changes of adcltess shouid be mailed tc>

Paul NIoler. Nlembership Chairman: see

back page ior address. Submissions to Ihe
Ctaae are rveicomed
Ihe Cruneis printed on recr.cled paper.

Deqdline for
Apr-Moy Crone:

Feb I 5th

F,;rdv urinter is cne cf n-iy i.:tr.aritc
rimes of rhc r,ear f<lr i:irdg.atch-in[.
'l'he first real cold snaps rif De-
cemi:er brinu erpectrltir->ns of stral
\trrcslfrri tlvcatchers, {are sprirra}$: s,

aad pnr-*J 1:oreal 5i--6sjs.r sirppirrq
soutlr ilf il'teir r:r.,:rn-l,rl t-inier
r:in-:(. llr j,ttc rr'il:lir n1, ,'- , ,f :l:t
unerpecrcrl arr.i LLl-ru.sLr:il birt-is h:n-e

been r;ncovcred :inc1 ',r'c :rli :ctdc in
and.,.r.air fi-;r spring. ii i: c,ui:-rvin-

icr thar pulses u,ith excilcmenr anrl pcs-oibiliue s.

B.b \{,.allzrce i<icked r,,ff ryintcr g,rri:.r a grear siqh.iin{ anci :i i:ai.,itloi-is

sighrir-rg. He spotteri :iild photographe<J ir I&'estern Kingbird ,ri-r :r

neight:nr's fence r.rerrr ,r\lachr:a irn NJc,.,eml:er l5, The t'.rbuii;iis
siuhdrrg rras l)cr:cmber 2 u,irer: ire founri a S'tyainson's Hawk .r)iirir)S
abovc- his hous.: lrlrte' cnough to prr:r'iclc iir-r cxLrclicr-:i ,il h, )i() r)p, i{)1'-

tunitr-..l"i:is is onlr tl:c sec,.-,r:el rcp.rrt oiSvains,;l:"s Il.l'ri. il thc
cuLlnri', t1're frlst coming als<; iiom llol: rcr-crel i'r:ii's .ru() ln rirc
Alech r-rir ':rea.

{}n I}ecember: 1 BLri:i.:a Scale s itouit,-i :ilt ':ixl.irin{ \i\
Golden-cr*wned Kingiets '.1t S:rrr l':ei:iscu {.lcunr'- Pi:'i:. IJcir i.rrr-oll
ll4j lJeci<',' lt::'incis feLrnj r11lihgr_l?nLri1rl I :ir ri-ie Pi'-Ere -.s Ce nier.
{ri.'icien-clovnccl.c lcrlri tr-,:,tDpcilr onlt s;:,nr:rlijic,ill... rLr-rci in sot-nr:

l'e,rrs r:iot rt all. l}"rc cf ml far-r>rirc loeel rariries is Btoqrrr Creepet.
iririi P.lt t}ulr: <iis<-:,:r-crc,,i Lir'lrr Dcct:rT)bcr iI al,>irq tl.rc Rir"cr'I"rail er

O'tr-*r:c Srarc Pa.r-k, t.hich is r",-ircrc sht' iouilrl cnc a cr;,.;1:11: i;ia-in-
tcrs ir.{o. -{nr>'iirer gri*d -r".inler i:irri is Dark-eyedJunco; -lciri: llirer-
mister spcokcci oire of rhe -uhor"rlde r o1t \{-:cai:, rota Rt,ail ..i"irilt'

sc.,uirinq ihr- rhc (.li-r-istnras {,*unt, Pine Siskins nraije r sl:,rri- i}ris
,,,,,iiltct. l{r,i:eir \,,r.cil'i:cti'il ihrer: on t}lc Chrisrnras {.lnurr: ilre ir;i-
lr:rlit:g cj:i,,' liob H,.,1i iciri;r"trd ,i rtn'tarkable ilr.rck i;i trlci:l'.,- s::kjns
nc:rr fllc ini*r'st'clii,r ,rf \\\'l jII St1'rrr rilrr:l Jtltl, A,i'r:i:i-ic. llrr.i;lniran'
-1 fhc ilock rl-trijc li Stct;rcl :lililcllrsrcc ili ll.rat san.:c 1,.;ceti,..,n. l}t,l.r
{-attoL7 irari rt l<.,rt: ll:iii.,-iciual il his -,'rrril ,.>n thr tlrsl ciTitiLualr-, i:,-ir

rr.iti:in a ie."r iiar-s i:is ccr.iiir :.r.'as rill 'r* tleve n. iln ihe ei.*hth r.:lt :irc
n"t<:nth icl"ri: li:rrtin h:r.j,l ir,ci..,-ri'irrilrrrrir in his r-rlrd. Ti.re laslltmi
sisliias rt,ere lrrrc in rirost l;irrll-. r,i rur::iret-s 11,;1s in tire llue 'e;.il:lir:r.

f i:e {.lsristttr;rs {.i:r-ini rer eaii'd i(lmd ,)ihir grtrt'nird"r" ,1m,r*g tl-rt
14$ spcr:ics ct,unrcd \rrc1:c r".\:() W'kite-fronted Geese. ;i x:r:r.rt"rj f1-rrct:

Ash-thcoated Ffurcatchef s. :; n c1 :rn ri : i-. ) ir i 5 il i i: q iwcn{l.' -<;n c Hen$lovr'$
Spax*xrs. P:ti'r1r:'s Prr,irlt n,:r: ncar:i..- dr.' b,-rt $,:c sdll r'ki:ci or-lr scr-en-

t{icir sf r:cics Lri dL.rcks. ilcl,-rrlinq r Cor::mon G*ldeaeye ,urci ft.,ur

Americas Btrack Dr:cks- tr{e-"< Rr,rv,ur..;-'-ii,,, lrriurd rh. \{"i:ite-iitnreri
(ieesc i:lLi-u a.:;'irirtr linorv {i,'rcsc i}n c{)urlr cz\-1l,}{xti.eL1 tr i:liie-1:i'r:rr
Snt;x"{liruse .Jr;ri,i:.rr-, 1 n,hiit st'.:r:r1ing,.ln rlie 44i platforxt *n tl:c
t--rurit:ie. i\ -.tr-rtriiing tlutlte {-'..*rtitr':i;ir (}ridener e. "ri,,r:g r,, iti: ;.*, 1-; i.11-11.r,

scttlc,-1 ;:t {,1.r:lilfi::il.t's ytqlvsl iinri ,,r,crc rrrp{}rtcrl bv scu.'rriil hiril*: trt
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the dirr-s lbltrlrrvinq the crrunt.
There we{r sevrral intere.cring rrparrs of r:r-Lt-uf-

season tafi,1ge1:s r?ris earlv urinter. A qruLrp uf birrlers
lrcarci a Suanrner ?anager cal-Ling rcpe:rtccijv ar thr: ,:.t:-
trance cf Camp itx*ch Rr:ad rhc u.cckr:ncl be [crr:
'l'har:ksgir.inq. llubira Scair:s liad one in \\'csrsicle Parli
,.>n Decctll:er 27.'anil (]n ]nfluat-,: 8 Rcx l{i>uran alsc

11(,le or1r. Feirr: CoLr.e{;c{)o sf nt in .; good de script.ion
ci: t hiit he assLrtned *.as a W'estern ?anager. anil Hcl:
{.lrrrri-:ll hnd a rilrr:-tger in }ris yerrl 1.c felt nriqhr he a
Sc:trlcr. \**Lijr:ss t() s31". :IIlI l;ir'1.rLrr in x irittr jr s,tttt*^

tirirrg <-if a raritr. irelr:.

'I'hanirs rr: rh*.oe rr.ho ,uhart,cl their sly-hrinc-u thrcugh

Jani,r:rn 14,2008

M rcnropv Ari r unr HosptrRr

M"Ji.ol, Srrgi.ol onJ D"nlol Se*ices
Mollg D"o"ton, DVM

Loni W"nJlonJ, DVM Joon M.Kinn"9, DVM
306 NE Hiq['*oq 441, Miconope, FL 32667

www. miconopgoni.o lLospilol.co. 352-466-OO67

UNION STREET
Farmers'Market

Open year round
Wednesdays 4-7pm
at the Downtown Ptaza

Weekty website updates
www. unionstreetfarmersmkt, com

l{/e have returned to College Park, our old
neighborhood. ll/e're an easy walk from the
Universityand have good parking, thanks to

St. Augustine Catholic Church.

GOERINGS BOOKSTORE
College Park . l7I 7N\Y First Avenue' 377-3703

Open l0:00 to 9:00'Sunday l0:OO to 5:00
And visit us at www.goerings.com

'The caLza^4s MLLL luakr aLL h+
Aaar w'Ldcs. d.yca* 

"r_" t u",.

a 
Rc.x R waw

[at We l[, iive Well,. '5'#flXffif,gck-ovi,n
Checkusout.Ashcrtridedown .G,,rrra^.,..-,-
HighwaY 441, just south of the 'uurUt:L)u5 SaJa'Js

yeltiw fiashing iight, rn Micnnopy. . Gourry:*t S;nelW,ifl.ef
For some of the linest food you'll . ilOnrt.rlaCie deSSCnSfind anvwhere. . 

^,,""r*,*,",;;;;;,f"i'ret 'q ', ,"r'r-
0pen Tue-Sat L 1 :3Q-9:OS,
Sun L2-8:00 / {3527 466-0062

S\^|HETVI'ATTr?
SRGAH!C COFF€€ COMPABY

?H6 WORD,E F'N€97
SHTDE G&WN

6pcAilrc & FA|R rnasr SPECIALTy eoFsE
WE FOA57 TE ORNR DA'tY FER'HE

ulriilarE Fbv&rt & FR€gHNEss,

' wr6 BtRo s uNLrMlED, &tN 9.
. t ,de - swEn Drsre teEcR€aH. SarcHtl'g PtzzA

WILB IRIS BOOK5. SAETXPE'E

ffi@
ARTISAN R<:}^ASTE[} & 

':'AI}ILY 
TNADEi)
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BIRDING TO THE END

Sometimes an urge comes over one to keep qoing to
the end. Such an urge likel,v explains u,hv so manv
summer r.isitors pile into Homer, Naska. Ther've no
more serious reason to be there except Homer is u.hat
Lies at the end of the road. and thev har-e to check it
out - that plus the fzct that in Homer vou can Elet a

reallv tasfi halibut dinner.
\\,'e can identifr,'u,ith these folks. Tl-re urge came over

us recendv to trar.el to the southern end of South
America. Such a journev wasn't required, but s,e
thought it u,ould be a neat thing to do, and it did offer
the possibiliry of finding some birds rve'd nel-er seen

and gaining an appreciation for the places thev call
home. It v'ouldn't be careless o\rerstatement to say

both the birds ure sav, and the habitats thev live in
were stunning.

It v,as springtime (October), and s,e u,ere headed

north from Punta Atenas, Chile. ),,lormalh-, r-ou can't
get to the southern end of a continent br- heading
north, but north of Punta Arenas lies Torres del Paine

National Park, a place we'd been told is a must see for
naturalists of all interests. The journey took us across

150 miles of Patagonian steppes. an enormous expanse
of bunch grass prairie, looking verv much like eastern
Colorado, but with birds that u,ouid lreet anvone's
definition of exciting. NIanv of the alkaline lakes in this
area host flocks of Chilean Flamingos, foraging activelv
on the teeming populations of lake inr.ertebrates. On
the drier uplands Lesser Rheas, smaller cousins of the
Ostrich, meander, looking for the odd meal. The
power and speed this bird can summon tthen it wants
to get arvav u,ould inspire enrr. in anv human sprinter.
Sharing the uplands with the Rheas are Bandurrias,
arguablv the most stunninglv plumaged ibis in al1 of the
Americas. But more unexpected was to come. Geesel

Lots of geese, Lrpland and Ashy-headed, broadcast all
over the place. N'favbe r e haven't birded long enough,
but finding geese Liring in a dn' grassland reqtrires

some getting use to.
Torres del Paine National Park is gorgeous. \Ye u.ere

fortunate enough to be able to spend a fex. davs bird-
ing and botanizing in this special place. There rvere

tu.o birds in particular that impressed us, bodr deni-
zens of the southern beech forests. The firsr u-as the
\\'hite-throated Treerunnef. a man-eious cont-ection in
brou.n and s.hite that combines features of a piculet
and a nuthatch. ln fact, the bird is telated to neither.
And then there vu-as the lirtle Thorn-tailed Ravadito, as

t-idsen- as a gnatcatcher rvith garish colors and a iong,
raised tail. The outer feathers of the tail har.e either lost
or nel-er der.elop l-anes to\yard the distal end, leaving
naked qui-lls ("thorns") sticking out on either side. It's
hard to see how such a feature rvould aid the bird in
flr'ing, so perhaps this is sexual selection at work. It
s,ouldn't be the first time that one sex' preferences
drc,ve the other in rather rveird er-olutionan' directions.

But no$r it v,as time to press southrvard. V'e had a
boat to catch and, if rveather permitted, an island to
explore. Our objecti\-e was Horn Island, the southern-
most bit of land in the \{iestern Hemisphere. \I,'e
hoped to spot the Striated Caracara rvhich calls this
island lrome. It is one of the $/o1ld's t^rer raptors. For-
tunatell', the weather and the seas were kind and u.e

made it - even found the bird rve'd come to see. Our
isiand adventure ended with a hike to the sculpture oi
the aibatross u,hich is fbund at the island's high point.
This bird, it is said, stands r.igil or.er the rvaten'grayes

. ilocuTmh D$ilal Capies. Expre$$ Far " nigital C*br0ryix
| 0ustom Finkhuq * &esktof Pu*i*hing ' fifM Printing

. Past prafEssiqlet Sorviea ' FrE* Pk*{{& & Deliwry

41S N.W. l$ft thd.
G&tnsgt#*, FLSAm$

r FAlt S?l'ili$

l|g"LX?4Wtzfr{4?.7:4

fltAfr*rrcl fq;x,xt*' -

+141 ?aw jlr?: {}|at*.*11r.* ;'
{}ir* *wile,. { I }?{..'.:d',
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of the manv mariners who have perished in these parts.
And nov'it is the albatross itself that rr,'e must grieve

for. Accordins to the Roval Socien'for the protection
of Birds (rspb.org.uk), some 100,000 albatrosses die
each \ear, caught on the baited hooks of long liners.
This is an unacceptable cost iust ro put fish on our ta-
ble. No one, birder or nor, man-eJing at the aerial mas-
ten' of the albamoss, can imagine a rvodd without such
a bird. We should do rvhatever it takes to prevent their
extinction.

Dana & Nancv Griffin

I Community Colendor

| 
. Feb 2 Sierra {.lui; Ardisia pull * San lrelasco Han:-

! mock, 9:l)l)

l. Feb 3-9 (lctler 1.,.r Sr.rr Perr.-

I o Feb 9 Narir-c Pllnt S<icir:r,. Arclisia rcrnoval - Du,_l-
I i., Frlm. ltr-ll

l. Feb 12 Nativr Piant Socicn'prograrir n:cerin*, 7:30

l. Feb 15-i7 Rrriiv for thc River - Palarkir

l. Feb 15 Par-ncs Prrririe {ier.riogv and Sini<hole \F'ali<,I 9,urr

l. March l Sirrra i,lub Arilisia pull * Sirn Irelasco
I I {trLnnl(}ck. !}:()0
I

l. March 11 \airr.' ])l:rirr S,)cir,ri' lr(),jr,:n: ,"ncttirr{.
| -:.i0
I

lo March22 P.rr;:ts Pr-ririr l>r llkc
I

l-{dclinr,nr} 
der,r-ils nrar.- }:e friunci ar ti:e xreb sites lf rhe

| ')rqilllllltl]( ln\ mifit]{ }ne({r:

I

I r-.rl:r trrrr- 5rar i)rln
http;i'7t11.1y11''.rrlrorrrra.,"rr().(ir[.,'stlrrs.lcc{-1.u:ker,.hrt:.I]

l':1,,riil:r -\.:rtl. c P]rr:rr:Qlri,;:','(l:,ir:rsr lijr,.{-.hl:pt,.::r
h ttp: 7i,i111111-. fnps.trg/ peqix 7i ci'rai: r.rr,,'.hri, *rp*.php?k
i\al { ir(i=Plr nr'.I)t.lii'ir

lrriends ,.;i: Fai.nes P*irie
hftp;,i 7i rr,ut'.pruirie frie ntis.r:rgi

italir *rt rl.ie i{"iver
htrp:,' r'pccr:rr-cb.or"g7i irdex.phpiirptir_r]:]:con:_r:unicirr&
r :i>i:\ i,.\\ a\ iLl ={)E& I r..rrli.l =- 5

Sii,r'r:r {.-1,"r1-.. S ut..lnncc- S r. -li;hns {-h a prcr
lrtrr :,,i,,' if <., rida..cierraclultt.r:rg i ssi i

ctlJi0d Qrnds cl,trdirnitod'
Yo u r Baclcy o rd Bi rdfe edi n g Sp eci a t i st'

Birdseed. Feeders . Nesting Boxes. Noture Giftr. Optj"

4215 NW t6th Blvd Gqinesville
352-381-1997

www.wbu.com/goinesvi I le
goinesvillewbu(ohotmoil.com

Mon-Sqt 10-6 Sun t2-5 #
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Petmit No. 18

ffi.e Crane
February-March 2008

Put this on your refrigeroror NOW!
AAS Tqlks you won't wqnt to miss:

Febmary 23 - Bob Bonde
Bob Bonde will gir-e us the latest on the Florida l'{ana-
tee. Are populations of this gende animal increasing?

Decreasing? Handle artifacts and ask quesdons.

Apdl 19 - Ftank Chapman
Frank Chapman srill tell us more about those arnazing

"jumpin" sturgeon thatare clamaging boats on the Su-

wannee.

May 24 - Tom Frazer
Tor'r.Frazer explores u,hat is happening to our springs

and spring tuns in Florida. \\'hat ate recenth,. observed

changes and r.l'hat are the potential causes and conse-

quences of these cl"ranges?

Sponsored bv Alachua Audubon, ail of these talks u''iil

take place at 2:00 p.m. at the N'Iillhopper Libran meet-

ing room. Address is 3145 N\\'43'd Street.

Join Audubon!
To join Audubon on 3 levels $ational, Florida, and

A-lachua), fi1lin application and maii to:

Paul \Ioler 7818 Highrvav 346 ,\rcher, Florida 32618

(]uestions? Contact Paul 495-9419 or
pmcil er@u.orldnet.att.net

Nol for renewols!

Name:

Telephone:

Address:

Crn:

Sr^,", zip:

Please check level of membetshiP:

I Basic 535.00 [ Senior 515.(J0 I Student S15.t]0

lntroductorv N'{embership :

X One Year 520.00 []Trvo Years $30'0t-)

N'lake check pai'able to Nadonal Audubon S,rcieq-
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