The Crane

Alactiua Audubon Society

February, March & early
April Field Trips

Saturday, February 3, 7:00AM
Matanzas Inlet

Meet trip leader Bubba Scales at Powers Park
on Hawthorne Road/SR 20. Study flocks of
gulls and terns to expand your comfort with a
difficult group of birds. Scan the skies for
birds of prey and the nearshore waters for
pelagics. Limestone outcroppings occasion-
ally host Purple Sandpiper. Trip difficulty: 3

Saturday, February 10, 8:00 AM
Persimmon Point

Call Wild Birds Unlimited [352-381-1997] to
make a reservation. Trip is already nearly full.
Persimmon Point is a jewel for sparrow en-
thusiasts and access is strictly limited.

Sunday, February 18, 7:00 AM
Emeralda Marsh Conservation Area
The Wildlife Drive begins in a patchwork of
old fields and hardwood hammocks and ends
in a marsh heaving with coots. Among them
is usually a good diversity of ducks and wad-
ing birds. If time permits, explore some very
special sparrow habitat in the area. Meet trip
leader Bubba Scales at Kash n Karry at 2002
SW 34t St. Bring a lunch and prepare for a
tull day in the field. Trip difficulty: 2

Sunday, March 4, 5:30 AM
Lake Toho/Florida specialties
Meet Rex Rowan in the Target parking lot
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(Archer Rd and 1-75). We’ll be in St. Cloud
by sunup looking for Snail Kites, Limpkins,
and Purple Gallinules at East Lake To-
hopekaliga. We'll then proceed south on Ca-
noe Creek Rd to Joe Overstreet Landing
keeping a lookout for Crested Caracaras, Wild
Turkeys, and Whooping Cranes. Our last stop
of the day will be Three Lakes WMA where
we’ll hope to find Red-cockaded Woodpeck-
ers, Brown-headed Nuthatches, Bachman’s
and Florida Grasshopper Sparrows, and if
we're really really lucky, a White-tailed Kite.
This is an all-day trip so bring a lot of food
and drink. Trip difficulty: 1

Saturday, April 7, 8:00 AM

Bolen Bluff Trail

Meet at the Bolen Bluff trailhead and canvas
the canopy of one of Gainesville’s perennial
best migratory birding spots. Bruce Christen-
sen will lead this early-season trip to Bolen
Bluff for evidence of passerine migration.
Look for late-season sparrows on the prairie
spur. Trip difficulty: 1

Sunday, April 8, 8:00 AM

Longleaf Flatwoods Reserve

Join field trip leader Rex Rowan at Powers
Park to caravan to Longleaf where you’ll ex-
plore one of the county’s best spots for pine-
woods species such as Bachman’s Sparrows,
Brown-headed Nuthatches, and Red-headed
Woodpeckers. Longleaf’s variety of habitats
should provide excellent opportunities to ob-
serve migrants. Trip difficulty: 3

Trip Difficulty 1: Trip within easy access to the vehicle and/or level terrain one mile or less 2: May involve un-
even terrain one to two miles 3: May involve elevation change, uneven terrain, and/or greater than two miles
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Alachua Audubon Officers &
Chairpersons of
Standing Committees

President ............ Michael Meisenburg 495-1791
Vice President......... Bruce Christensen 373-6598
Secretary... ... Susan Semmerville 378-2808
Treasurer ............. Dotty Robbins 386 454-8087
Membership.......ccoconveennnne. Paul Moler 495-9419
Field Trips...ccoovecveneerenne. Bubba Scales 381-1997
Advertisements......Bruce Christensen 373-6598
Education ................... Emily Schwartz 372-0754
Birding Classes.............. Kathy Haines 372-8942
Festivals ......cco...... Barbara Mollison 373-4270
Conservation .......Michael Meisenburg 495-1791
Crone Editor.................... Ingrid Scales 367-1065

........ Submissions: neznarfi@hotmail.com
Historian .....c.coocovevcennes Martha King 372-4149
Website oo, Rex Rowan 371-9296
Yearbook ........covervrrrennes Bob Carroll 372-6698

Crane Circulation .......Margaret Green 378-3314
Assisting with Crane circulation: Alice Tyler, Pat
Burns, Nancy Oakes

AAS Website ................. www.flmnh.ufl.edu/aud

The Alachua Audubon Soci-
ety’s mission is to foster ap-
preciation and knowledge of
birds and other native wildlife,
to protect and restore wildlife
populations and their habitats,
and to promote sustainable
use of natural resources.

Content of The Craneis the sole re-
sponsibility of the editor and fulfils stated
objectives and goals of Alachua Audubon
Societv. Annual subscription to The
Crane 1s included in AAS dues. Non-
Audubon members may subscribe to The
Crane for $8 annually. All checks for sub-
scriptions or changes of address should be
mailed to Paul Moler, Membership Chair-
man: see back page for address. Submis-
sions to The Crane are welcomed
The Crane is printed on recycled paper.

Deadline for
Apr-May Crane:

Mar.15th

Following what
could best be de-
scribed as an
“average” fall migra-
tion, the transition to
winter was pretty
tabulous. First up was

a video-documented
Black-headed Gros-
beak that visited the vard John and Jean Metheny the 23-24 of
October. John Hintermister broke a nasty Scissor-tailed Fly-
catcher jinx in the county by spotting one on a wire along CR
241 north of Gainesville on Nov. 8. A couple of Vermillion
Flycatchers settled in for the winter along the path leading
west from the horse corral at the beginning of LaChua Trail.
There were also sporadic sightings of Ash-throated and Least
Flycatchers in the same vicinity.

It was an extraordinary winter for sparrows, especiallv of the
genus ammodranus. Adam Kent, Chris Burnev, and John
DeLuca, birding near the entrance San Felasco Progress Cen-
ter November 15, found one Henslow’s and over 15 Grass-
hopper Sparrows. Christmas Count teams tallied an astonish-
ing 16 Henslow’s (most at Persimmon Point) and two lovely
LeConte’s Sparrows. There were a number of Fox Sparrow
sightings, one at LaChua trail found by Bubba Scales, one
from San Felasco County Park, nicely photographed by Jim
and Debbie Powell, one found by me while scouting a re-
stricted part of the basin, and another by Rex Rowan and Greg
McDermott at Progress Center. Bob Simons visited there on
November 19 and reported a Lark Sparrow and a Purple
Finch. Lincoln’s Sparrows have been scarce this winter, so
Michael Meisenburg and 1 were lucky to view one at the dairyv
December 29. The only Dark-eyed Junco report was one
from the vard of Bob Wallace near Alachua.

We had one of the biggest invasions of Golden-crowned
Kinglets in recent memory. While birding three ditferent
parks Thanksgiving weekend Pat Burns tallied 15. The Christ-
mas Count teams reported a record 30, which is remarkable
considering that in some years none ate found in the county.
Pat visited San Felasco County Park November 17 and found
a Brown Creeper which remained in the vicinity for most of
the winter. Birders trying for the bird uncovered a Fox Spar-
row (mentioned above) and a Painted Bunting (Bryant Rob-
erts). Many also got their first looks at Golden-crowned King-

lets in the park, where thev were unusually easy to see.
Continued on pages 3
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Bryant also picked out a Western Tanager
December 2 along the Rail Trail near Sweet-
water overlook.

Bubba Scales helped put Gainesville on the
birding map by reporting a Common Night-
hawk calling near his store the evening of De-
cember 20. Common Nighthawks are generally
not believed to winter here. If fact, there is
only one previously documented winter sight-
ing in the entire state. Bubba actually saw the
bird the following evening, prompting Rex
Rowan and Scott Flamand get a sound re-
cording, and so Alachua County goes down in
the record books. More sightings of birds not
usually present in winter included a Yellow
Warbler at the new Depot Park (Main and De-
pot Road) photographed by Jim Powell, and a
Summer Tanager spotted by Ingrid Scales in
her yard on the day of the Christmas Count.

Waterfowl were a little disappointing this
year with many favorite ponds drying up and
ducks tending to concentrate at Newnans Lake
and on the prairie basin where viewing can be
difficult. Variety seemed to be down, too, as
several species were no-shows the day of the
Christmas Count. Newnans did have a few
goodies. The count team there found a locally
rare Franklin’s Gull, (photographed by Bob
Wallace), and six Horned Grebes. John
Hintermister visited a few days after Christmas
and found several Red-breasted Mergansers.
But the real Newnans blockbuster was a Brant
spotted by Andy Kratter on December 30.
Brants are extremely rare in Florida, and the
fact that the few records come from coastal
areas makes Andy’s bird a real windfall.

By the time you receive this copy of the
Crane we will have settled 1n tor the quieter
half of winter. Still, it’s a good time for study-
ing sparrows at places like the Hague Dairv and
La Chua trail, or getting to know some of the
lesser birded sites in the county. Winter will be
far from over, but by the middle of January the
dawn chorus of local breeding birds will be
building, and usually by the last week of Janu-

ary the first returning Purple Martins of spring
are reported. The wheel keeps turning,.

Thanks to those who shared their sightings
through January 10, 2007

HELEM WARREN

FRE T

Captain Doug’s
“TIDE WATER TOURS
: o from Cedar Key
FEor theultimate birding experience by boat
to remote coastal marshes or near shore
islands. Charter only.

Call or check our website: 352-543-9§23
www.tidewatertours.com

Coming in March, Sweet Dreams Café, 1717 NW st Ave
3437 W University Ave (next to Goerings Book Store) 378-0532
Now selling at the Wednesday Farmers Market Dewntown

§ A Wonderful Birding Experience Awaits... o

=

Reserve some time...

L «
A Matrsh front. gulf views and shorebirds!
4 Go to cedarkeygetaway.com
OR call Tracey @ 352-375-1219
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President’s Report

In December, Alachua Audubon Society
conducted two fundraisers—something, as far
as I know, had never had done before. Bruce
Christensen was the guiding force behind the
fundraisers despite initially sluggish support
from the AAS officers and board of directors.
With a perseverance that would have made
Dick Cheney proud, the officers and the board
eventually relented to the pressure from our
own Vice-President. It took a lot of work to
pull these events off and no one worked harder
than Bruce. However, the reward was worth
the effort as the fundraisers were a big success.
We now have the financial resources to sup-
port projects that previously lacked funding
and have begun discussing several community
outreach projects.

Bruce’s position as the Vice-President of
AAS will be short as he plans to leave the area
this summer when his wife graduates from the
College of Veterinary Medicine. It is a bit
ironic that while Bruce did most of the work
for the fundraisers, he may not be around to
help spend the all of the money. What Bruce
did for AAS cannot be overstated. Alachua
Audubon teaches birding to many people
through our classes and field trips, and many
go on to become avid birders and AAS board
members. Bruce has done the same to the
AAS board. He changed people’s beliefs and
instilled an idea—one that I think will continue
long after his class is over.

Michael Meisenburg

Interested in Ideas?
Looking for good information?
Finding the Internet disappointing?
Visit our
Magazine Stand

‘Global in scope, local in color.”
-

Goerings
Book Store

3433 West University Westgate 378-0363
Open Mon-Sat 10:00 to 9:30 Sun 10:00-5:00

Holiday Social was a Blast!

Our Holiday Social at Goering’s Bookstore was
a great success! The Silent Auction fund raiser
brought in over $2000 to our chapter. Many
individuals and businesses contributed mer-
chandise or services. Please keep the follow-
ing businesses and individuals in focus
throughout the year and let them know that
you appreciate their support to AAS:

Adventure Outpost, Blue Highway Pizzeria,
Book Lover’s Cafe, Brasingtons, Adventure
Outfitters, Busch Gardens, Buttertlv Rainfor-
est, Bill Cervone, Creative Workshop, Cre-
vasse’s Regency Florist, Dragonfly, Alison
Dvorcik, Earth Pets, Emiliano’s, Floatng Is-
land, Gainesville Community Plavhouse, Goer-
ing’s Bookstore, Harmony Gardens, Harold’s
Fine Frames, Harrvs’ Seafood Bar Grille, Helen
Suit, Burt Herrera, Hippodrome State Theater,
Jim Wilson Wildlife Drawings, John Hintermis-
ter, Ron Jones, Kanapaha BotanicalGardens,
Art Lamay, LT Kids & Grown Ups Too,
Dominick Mattino, John Moran, Nature Nook,
Olive You Catering, Leslie Peebles, Leecia
Price, Ann Ramsden, Sandpiper Condo in
Ceder Keyv, Herb Schwartz, 2nd Street Bakery,
Mike Segal, Bob Simons, Erick Smith, Some-
where Glassworks, John and Susan Sommer-
ville, Sweet Dreams, The Great Frame Up, The
Pontiac Tavern, The Topp, Thornebrook Gal-
lery, Tidewater Tours in Ceder Key, and Wild
Birds Unlimited.

Finally, thanks to all of the members and guest
who attended this event.
Helen Warren

RENAISSANCE PRINTING

serving your printing needs since 1972

* DocuTech Digital Copies » Express Fax « Digital Color Copies
+ Custom Finishing ¢ Deskiop Publishing » Offset Printing
* Fast Professionat Service « Free Pick-up & Delivery
4130 N.W. 16th Bivd.

Gainesville, FL 32608
(352)372-2033 « FAX 372-3435
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Eagle Scouts Receives Support from AAS

Alachua Audubon Society congratulates two of
Gainesville’s newest Eagle Scouts. Bruce Brim-
ley and Jonathan Driaza of Troop 841 each re-
cently completed the requirements for the Eagle
rank. As part of their journey, both scouts also
earned the Bird Study merit badge with assis-
tance from AAS’ own merit badge counselors.
As part of the requirements for the Eagle rank,
Bruce and Jonathan were each required to con-
duct a community service project.

Kestrel nesting box project

| Bruce organized a clean-up of Colclough Pond, a 38-acre nature
| sanctuary in Southeast Gainesville owned by Audubon of Florida

and managed by AAS.

Jonathan worked closely with the AAS conservation committee,
chaired by Bob Simons, and led his troop in buﬂdmg 100 Ameri-

can Kestrel nesting boxes
vhich AAS will begin plac-
ng in appropriate habirtat
|in the near future. AAS is

Jonathan Driaza

excited to include these v
hatchling birders as two of
its newest membets!

Bruce Brimley

AVl Binds Ulimited

Your Backyard Birdfeeding Specialist’
Birdseed * Feeders - Nesting Boxes - Nature Gifts - Optics

4215 NW 16" Blud  Gainesville
352-381-1997

www.wbu.com/gainesville

gainesvillewbu@hotmail.com

Mon-Sat 10-6 Sun 12-5

2

b

SWEETWATER

ORGANIC COFFEE COMPANY

THE WORLD'S FINEST
SHADE GROWN
ORGANIC & FAIR TRADE SPECIALTY COFFEE-
WE ROAST TO QRDER DAILY FOR THE
ULTIMATE FLAVOR & FRESHNESS.

r«@" AVAILABLE AT
’T ¥ WJ WARD'S SUPERMARKET., MOCHMA NOw.
: s WILD BIRD'S UNLIMITED. DORN'S.
SWEET DREAMS ICE CREAM. SATCHEL'S PIZZA
LUPPERCRUST BAKERY, BLUE HIGHWAY PizzZa
WILD (RIS BOOKS. EARTHPETS

e T

T Jw AR

ARTISAN ROASTED & FAIRLY TRADED
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Book Review: Pete Dunne’s Essential

Field Guide Companion
By Pete Dunn
Houghton Mifflin, 2006, 710 pp, $29.95
Reviewed by Bruce Christensen

Note first that this is a field guide
companion and makes no pretense of
being a field guide. In fact, Dunne’s
Companion contains no illustrations
in 700+ pages of solid text. It’s
about GISS birding - General Im-
pression of Size and Structure. You
know when an experienced birder
identifies a bird that failed to give
anyone a good look? You might ask
how they could have known that
was a Semipalmated and not a
Western Sandpiper. Thev shrug and say that it
had the “giss” (pronounced “jizz”) of a Semi-
palm’. This intuition encompasses more than
just size and structure; it includes knowledge of
distribution, behavior, and flight. It is the gesta/,
the essence, of the bird. While the rest of us atre
struggling to grasp the shade of white on the
sandpiper’s breast, the experienced birder noted
the blunt bill, comparative size, and overall ratry
appearance in the context of the season. As
Dunne puts it, “Inexperienced birders com-
monly use field marks to jump-start an identifi-
cation. Experienced birders use field marks to
confirm it.”

Of course nothing replaces experience, but
consulting this book after encountering bird
identification problems will accelerate your as-
cent up the learning curve. Entries are included
for 691 regularly occurring North American spe-

MicANOPY ANIMAL HOSPITAL

A

Medical, Surgical and Dental Services
Molly Pearson, DVM
Lori Wendland, DVM Joan McKinney, DVM
306 NE Highway 441, Micanopy, FL 32667
www.micanopyanimalhospital.com
(352) 466-0067

7% Crdne Alachua Audubon Society

]

cies and subspecies. Dunne uses concepts such
as status and distribution, habitat, cohabitants,
and likelihood to wander as a filter to help deter-
mine the veracity of an observadon. After pass-
ing that filter, Dunne gives more guidance re-
garding size, shape, structure, plum-
age, behavior, flight pattern, and vo-
calizations. Finally, particular distin-
guishing characters are highlighted,
including those that help to distin-
guish among similar species.

Illustrated maps are lacking,
but after reading multiple accounts,
the “textual maps” ceased to be cum-
bersome. I struggled with descrip-
tions of vocalizations, but this is
nothing new trom other references.
It doesn’t matter if someone tells me
whether the White-eyed Vireo is saving “Check
for the beer, please” or “Spit. And see if I care.
Spit;” I’'m not going to recognize it untl I hear it
tor myself and only then might one of those de-
scriptions may help.

The text is readable and entertaining. Dunne
adds his own descriptive common names to each
species which in many cases seem more appro-
priate than the accepted name (e.g. Common
Yellowthroat: Masked Wren-Warbler; Mississippr
Kite: Colonial Kite; American Robin: Lawn Plover;
and Barred Ow/: Maniacal Forest Owl). He de-
scribes the Black-bellied Whistling-Duck as a
“gooselike duck with an overpainted harlotlike
face.” The Black-billed Magpie is described as:
“Unmistakable. A large, showy, black-and-white
corvid with the head of a crow, the bodyv of a jav,
and an extra-extra long tail that is all magpie.”
And after more in-depth comparison of south-
ern crow species, he summarizes thus: “When all
the parts are compounded, the slighter, slimmer,
shinier Fish Crow is an obvious crow, but a crow
with grackle sympathies. The larger, bulkier,
shaggier, heavier-billed, and heavier-legged
American Crow is more raven-like.”

The book 1s not all-inclusive but it’s a phe-
nomenal start. As Pete Dunne himself puts it,
this text is for “serious birders who strive to be
more accomplished birders.”

L Pope Dumes
b 1

1AL
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“Vulture”
by Robinson Jeffers from Robinson Jeffers
Selected Poems © Stanford University Press.
Reprinted with Permission.

I had walked since dawn and lav down to rest on a bare

hillside

Above the ocean. I saw through half-shut evelids a vul-
ture wheeling high up in heaven,

And presently it passed again, but lower and nearer, its
orbit narrowing, I understood then

That I was under inspection, I lay death-still and heard
the flight-feathers

Whistle above me and make their circle and come
nearet.

I could see the naked red head between the great wings

Bear downward staring. I said, “My dear bird, we are
wasting time here.

These old bones will stll work; they are not for you.”
But how beautiful he looked, gliding down

On those great sails; how beautiful he looked, veering
away in the sea-light over the precipice. I tell you
solemnly

That I was sorry to have disappointed him. To be eaten
by that beak and become part of him, to share those
wings and those eyes—

What a sublime end of one’s body, what an enskyment;
Whart a life after death.

~ ] The Hippodrome State Theatre
{“The calzones will make all of e FP e }\j\p A V‘;%;k
ggour wildest dreams come provely presents

’»'.. .‘ ’ tﬂ{t!'
2 MWy ' -REX Rowan,
Tanmay | ‘Che Cho

Eat Well, Live Well..

Check us out. A short ride down

Highway 441, just south of the R

yellow flashing light, in Micanopy. s LGurmet sand

For some of the finest food you'll
find anywhere.

Onstage March 2

s Home-rmade ¢

O OF Deers,

HMDEs & sodas

Open Tue~Sat 11:30-9:00,
Sun 12-8:00/ (352) 466-0062

Harmony Gardens

Nursery and Garden Center
@ GreenerySquare

COLUMBIA - WILDERNESS SYSTEMS - HOBIE - KEEN
VASQUE - PATAGONIA - THE NORTH FACE - YAKIMA
THULE - ROYAL ROBBINS - KELTY - CAMELBAK AND MORE!

5416 NW 8th Ave Gainesville, FL. (352) 378-3808

Providing for living exterior environments
Specializing in Native Plants
Hummingbird and Butterfly Garden Specialists
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February - March 2007

Upcoming Audubon Programs!

SRS

Save these dates for two programs, both con-
ducted in the meeting room of the Millhopper
Public Library at 4135 NW 43 Ave.

Saturday, February 24 at 2:00 p.m.

Bob Montanaro of Osprey Watch at Pelican
Island will show a great movie that he made in
which he follows the nesting artempts of a pair
of Ospreys. Montanaro spent over 100 days
filming at the Refuge to chronicle the lives of
the Ospreys.

Saturday, March 24 at 2:00 p.m.

Steve Nesbitt, crane expert, will share his
knowledge of the magniticent Whooping
Crane. This is a talk that you will not want to
miss. There have been exciting developments
in the Whooping Crane population lately.

Bring a friend that you want to introduce to the

wonders of the bird world!

. Name:

.| Telephone:
{ Address:
| Ciy:

State: Zip:

T ——

To join Audubon on 3 levels (National, Florida,
and Alachua), fill in applicaton and mail to:
Paul Moler 7818 Highway 346 Archer, Florida 3261

Questions? Contact Paul 495-9419 or
pmoler@wortldnet.att.net

Chapter E-18 New Membership Application |
Not for renewals!

Please check level of membership:
[] Basic $35.00 []Senior $15.00 [ Student $15.00
Introductory Membership:
[] One Year $20.00 [] Two Years $30.00

Make check payable to National Audubon Society
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