
fhe TCANE
Afacdua Au{u6on Soc ie ty

ishing 25 species of warbler. Bring
food, water, a hat and sun screen.
Trip difficultly:2

Saturday, April23, 6:30 AM
Cedar Key

Meet trip leader Rex Rowan in the park-
ing lot of the Target store on Archer Road
just east of I-75. Cedar Key is a quintessen-
tial Florida birding destination where birder-s
can often view flocks of shorebirds over one
shoulder and flocks ofsongbirds over the
other. Two years ago, field trip participants
encountered a classic migratory "fallout" of
warblers, thrushes, tanagers, and orioles.
Participants may want to stay in Cedar Key
for lunch. Trip difficulty: 2

Sunday, April 24, 8:00 AM
Palm Point

Meet trip leader Bob Carroll at Powers
Park on Hawthome Road/SR 20 and caravan
to Palm Point from there. Palm Point is often
the area's hotspot for warblers, thrushes and

(Contrnued on page 5)
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Saturday, April 16,8:00 AM
Devil's Millhopper

Meet field trip leader Steve Hofstetter in
the Devil's Millhopper State Geological Site
parking lot for a morning of birding in one of
Gainesville's most beloved nature parks.
Don't forget the $2.00/vehicle entrance fee
or your annual park entrance permit. The
path boarding the rim of the Devil's Millhop-
per sink and the boardwalk down to its soggy
base. provides excellent vantage points to ob-
sen.e migrator,v and resident birds from dif-
ferent perspectir,.es. Trip difficulty: 3

Sunday, April 17,8:00 AM
Ft. Desoto County Park

\{eet trip leader John Hintermister at the
park's visitor center at the southern tip of Pi-
nellas Count1,. To reach the visitor center, go
south on I-?75- r.,r'est on Hwy 682. and then
south on 679. Once you are in the park. fol-
lou'the signs. Ft. Desoto is one of Florida's
premier birding destinations during rnigration
because it is a prominent land feature for
birds rel"rning lrorn the south over the Gulf
of \lexico. Last.v-ear's trip featured an aston-

www.flmnh.ufl.edu/aud
Add it to your favorites and visit us for all the latest updates and/or changes for

field trips and programs, as well as information on good birding spots in the area.
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Cofrin Nature Park in NW Gainesville
isn't completely canopied. The eponymous
Geoff Parks has been working there almost
daily since September in a rush to open the
city's newest nature park and in a span of 40
minutes on the morning of April 7, he ob-
served the northward migratory flight of 22
Common Loons. But the leading lawn chair
loon is still Andy Kratter who had already
bested Geoff s count with 52 Common Loons
from his SE Gainesville yard on the 4th.

Pat Bums' assiduousness paid off again
on February 17 since, among the dozens of
Green-winged Teal at Chapman's Pond, she

might have been the first of us to look care-
fullv at each and every one. As a result. she
found a single Common Teal among them -

the count,v's second ever. At Home Depot in
the next retention pond over, Rex Rowan
tbund a Greater White-fronted Goose on
the 13'". \,faril1,n Spalding had reported a

more significant but less obliging flock of 14

Greater White-fronted Gooses that roosted on
Kanapaha Prairie for several days around
February 7.

Other reports of lingering winter birds
were braided with reports of some remarkably
early spring migrants. On February 14,

Mandy Walsh-McGehee reported the

county's earliest-ever Louisiana Water-
thrush from her Alachua yard and on the
next day, PatLanzlllotti reported a Dark-
eyed Junco at her NW Gainesville feeder.
Linda Hensley reported an extremely early
Mississippi Kite in the skies over NW
Gainesville on Febru-
ary 27. On March 2,
Elizabeth Farley re-
ported the county's
earliest-ever Yellow-
throated Vireo from
her Melrose yard and
on March 8, John
Hintermister found a
Lincoln's Sparrow near the prairie overlook
on 441. On the same day, Scarlet Howell ob-
served a single Swallow-tailed Kite, the
county's earliest ever, over I-75 in south
Alachua county. On March 27, Andy Kratter

(Continued on page 5)
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The Crane Ahchua Audubon society Volume 46 Number 6 Apr./May 2005 Page 2



Alachua Audubon Society Annual Picnic

This year's annual election and picnic will
be held on Wednesday April20. at 6 p.m. at a
new location. This year's annual picnic dinner
will be held at 'the Little House on the Prairie'
which is the new residence of Howard Adams and
Barbara Mollison.

Directions: From downtown Gainesville travel
east on University Avenue (SR 24). Tum right
southeast onto Hawthorne Road (SR 20) and pro-
ceed past the Alachua County Sheriff s Office until you reach SE 35th Street.
Turn right (south) at the Lil' Champ and follow the road 1.5 miles until it dead
ends at Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park. Go thought the gate and follow the
lime rock road for 0.5 mile. The house will be on the right---4104 SE 35th
Street.

There will be a brief meeting for the election of board members and officers.
Nominations are for President: Howard Adams, vice-president Rex Rowan, Sec-
retary Linda Krause, and Treasurer Barbara Mollison.. Board members terms
expiring in 2008 include Kathy Haines. Helen warren, Leslie Straub, Bob Car-
roll. and Bob Simons. Bruce Christensen and Dottie Robbins will be filling va-

cant position expiring in2007.
Bring your fsvorite covered dish creation to share

with others. Alachua Audubon Society will provide re-
freshments, plates, and eating utensils. but most of the
time will be spent relaxing, looking for and talking about
birds. and feasting on a wide range of Epicurean de-
lightsl Everyone is welcome, members and non-
members aiike. Do not forget to bring your binoculars
and insect repellent.

The Crane is published six times during the year. Content of The Crune is the sole responsibil-
iti of the editor and fulfils stated objectives and goals of Alachua Audubon Society. Annual sub-
scription to The Crane is included in AAS dues. Non-Audubon members may subscribe to The
Crone for $ 8 annually. All checks for subscriptions or changes of address should be mailed to paul
Moler, Membership Chairman: see back page for address. Submissions to The Crane are wel-
comed. Please limit each article to no Inore than two pages per issue. Tfte Crane is printed on recy-
cled paper.
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Woodpeckermania 2004
By John Ennis

My birding goal for 2004 was to be less
goal oriented. Quickly failing that, I de-
cided that one of my goals would be to see

all North American woodpecker species, all
twenty-two members of the family Picinae.

It started as an

obsession with find-
ing a White-headed
Woodpecker during
a February trip to
Southern Califor-
nia. I was success-
ful. Soon thereaf-
ter" I read an article
about the
"Woodpecker Won-
derland" near Sis-
ters. Oregon in the
March 2004 edition
of Lttinging It.
Eleven of the twelve woodpeckers that nest
in Oregon can be found in this area. I de-
cided Sisters r,vould be my backup location
to find r.voodpeckers i missed elsewhere.

For the White-headed, I had to hike
through snorv and ice about a half mile. up-
hill both wavs. to the maintenance shop at
\fount San Jacinto State Park. I heard the
pecking fbr minutes before I found the bird.
\\'hen the ranger said "dead tree". I did not
knou.he meant the one lying on the ground.
After scanning the trees. I saw movement
and iooked do.rvn to find the woodpecker on
a tallen pine onlv fifi-v* feet away.

At trip end. I still needed Williamson's
Sapsucker. Ler,.'is' Woodpecker. lifer
'fluee-:ioed 

and Black-backed Woodpeck-
ers. and the Arizona and Texas specialties.
By fall, I planned to set up temporary resi-
dence in Sisters if need be. Obsessions are
wonderful; everyone should have a couple
or three.

The Crane Ahchua Audubon Society

In August, I was fortunate to add the
University of Nevada in Reno and Las Ve-
gas as a client. I got my Three-toed Wood-
pecker in the Mount Jefferson Wildemess/
Sisters area and the Arizona Woodpecker,
Gilded Flicker, and Ladder-backed Wood-
pecker at Madera Canyon and the Saguaro
National Park as byproducts of business
trips to those Nevada cities. It was my first
visit to the Saguaro National Park. Awe-
some!

In early November, I attended the Rio
Grande Valley Birding Festival in Har-
lingen and picked up fifty plus Golden-
fronted Woodpeckers as the last nail in the
coffrn of this obsession. John22, Picinae
0!

My 2004 Gila Woodpecker was fairly
rare. There is a small colony of Gila Wood-
peckers established in the palm trees of a
park in Brawley, California, far from the
Saguaro cacti of Arizona.

Bruce Smithson, Danny Thorpe. and
others from the Lower Cape Fear Bird Club
helped me find my lifer Black-backed
Woodpecker near Mono Lake. It was a
classic pose! Two birds side-by-side, one a
back view and the other a side profile. It
was a bird guide picture, if my camera had
not been in the SUV.

I saw two Three-toed Woodpeckers at a
burned out camp at Round Lake near Sis-
ters. I watched the second fly behind a large
tree and I moved in position, expecting her
to come around the trunk. She did and I got
a look in direct sunlight from five feet. I
could count the toes! Yes, my camera was
in the rental car.

The full title of the Sisters' article is
"Woodpecker Wonderland: There's a whole
lotta flakin' going on in Oregon's Eastern
Cascades" by Steve Shunk. He assisted me
by e-mail with locating the Three-toed
Woodpecker. Steve's company is Paradise

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page l)

other migratory songbirds. The open waters of Newnan's Lake provide a contrast in habi-
tats that can add a great deal of diversity to the trip list. Trip difficulty: I

Saturday, April 30, 8:00 AM
San Felasco Hammock: North Entrance

Meet trip leader Rex Rowan at San Felasco trailhead on Millhopper Road just east of I-
75. Don't forget the $2.00/vehicle access fee or your annual park entrance permit. San
Felasco's meandering streams, sinkholes, ridges, and slopes set the stage for a very diverse
bird habitat. During migration, many species of passerine bird can be found foraging for
fuel throughout the hammock. Enjoy one of Gainesville's migratory bird hotspots during
the peak of spring migration. Trip difficulty: 2

Sunday, May 1,8:00 AM
Lake Alice

Join field trip leader Bubba Scales in the Lake Alice parking lot on Museum Road on
the UF campus. Make close observations of nesting wading birds from the lake margin,
watch Purple Martins forage for flying insects just above the surface of the lake, stroll
through the swampy lowlands looking for passerine migrants, and canvas the thick vegeta-
tion at the end of the boardwalk. This is the last field trip of another great field trip season.
Trip difficulty: I

lContinued fiom page .l)

Birding (steve@paradisebirding.com).
Vl1,'favorite bird was a little female

Arizona Woodpecker. I was sweating
bullets over missing this species after be-
ing shut out around Madera Canyon for a
couple of dar.s. She popped up on a tree
in fiont of me: I rvanted to hug her!

I irere q,as virtuallv no luck involved.
I kneu r.,here to find the birds. had
backup locations. and the determination
to stav as long in Sisters or Arizona as
needed to complc-te the list.

\\'hat li'as involved rvas the help of
others - the ranser at lvlount San Jacinto.
rnv feilo\y bird club rnernbers, and Steve
Shunk - plus money and many frequent
traveler points.

The goal achieved, I have decided my
goal for 2005 will be...errrr...to be less
goal oriented.

(Continued from page 2)

observed the county's second-ever spring
Nashville Warbler in his yard.

Bob Wallace's observation of eight
Broad-winged Hawks in NW Gaines-
ville on March 30 seemed to suggest that
the balance of bird activity has swung
firmly in favor of spring migration. Since
then, the most noteworthy reports are of a
Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Paynes Prai-
rie by Barbara Mollison on the 3l't
(earliest county), a Swainson's Warbler
at Bolen Bluff by Chris Burney on April
3. an Acadian Flycatcher (earliest
county) and a Worm-eating Warbler
(tie-earliest county) at Loblolly Education
Center by Pat Burns and Ruth Palenik on
the 6th. Thanks to all who submitted re-
ports through April 8.

The Crane Ahchua Audubort Society Volume 46 Number 6 Apr./May 2005 Page 5



-!

,SPOIT,SORS

Interested in Ideas?
Looking for good information?

Finding the Internet disappointing?
visit or. Magazine stand

'Global in scope, local in color.'

Goerings Book Store
3433 West University Westgate 378-0363

Open Mon-Sat 1O:OO to 9:3O Sun 1O:OO-5:OO

WORK UIBS
A FULL SERVIGE PHOTOGRPHIC I,AB

376-9745
509 N.W. loTH Avcnuc

WHEN QUALITY lS IMPORTANT comcr ot Nw Orh Srr..t g lOth Av.nu.

. DocuTech Dlgital Copies ' Express Fax . Digital Color Copies
. Custorn FinishirE. Desktop Puuiehing. Cfiset printing

. hs( Profuesional Servbs o Free pick up & Delivery

4IS N"W. 16h Bhd.
cehoGvilte FL 3a005

(31i2)372-2238 . FAX yrA€{E

The Crane Ahchua Aurtubon Society

MrcnxopY ANTMAL HosptrAl

M"Ji.ol, Suogi.ol onJ D"nlol Sepvices
Mollg D"or.o., DVN/

Lo"i W"nJlonJ, DVM Joon M.Kinn"q, DVM
3O6 NE Hieh*oe 441, Mi.onorr, FL SZOOf

www.miconopgo.imolhorpilol.com (gSZ) +OO-OOO7

-l

llI!it
I

:i
ti
l

I
I

il
I

l

I

I

Irl

Br, tal a . E:.::^l;,,i,,1,:!l::,::!9*f,f

-/+ttsr Comprehrnsi';e Dentill eare
r Cleanings in * Sp*-iike Settlng
r The Art of Cosmatic Duniistry
r Af{ordabie Teeth Whitening
I Restorative Doni.isiry I nr:lurJing lmpinnis
r Preventaiive Dentis{ry for Your Ftrnily

4{34$ W.lJ*t;0erry Rd. Sui?e f 200 r GernesyrjJe, FJrirjdtr . 326{t/
3 53. 3 76' j,, 0 0 wlyy*.denlalarts.us

- - -chicEglDltyll - -iW- t*n*W"U -'r, ,fortWm 
:

I 
u 

ntApAN 
I

i $ 1 , 
oo oFF ANy przzA 

I

t (Worth $2.00 Off on Sat. & Sun.) I

\ j":"i' :'n:'"!(Y'o::,ity'? 
=-:o'-, 

t

:,n r,t I H;TENWARHEN
+:.: ,,,,=,, ;;r5L I 3fhl"Tpn"

1 . ,,- ERA Tr

r rtr ;:*y;It;'i#'.''o p@{$
EI t=.= EH+"f

: ': " flf* Ri
i'=, 6E,r*s flW'"fi

Volume 46 Number 6 Apr./May 2005 Ptge 7



Alachua Audubon Society
P. O. Box 140464
Gainesville, Florida 32614-0 464

fhe Crane
Apr./iVlay-O5

Non-profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Gainesville Florida
Permit No. 18

32601

Join Audubon
To join Audubon on 3 levels (National, Florida, and Alachua),Iill in this application and mail to:

Paul Moler,78l8 Highway 346, Archer, Florida 32618
Please enclose your check payable to:

National Audubon Society
Ifyou have any questions, contact Paul
at 495-9 419 or pmoler@worldnet.att.net

Chapter E-18

Nerv Membership Aprrlication
Please Print

\ame Telephone

Address

Cin'

Apt.

State zip

Please check level of membership:

Basic $35.00 Senior $15.00 _ Student S15.00 _
_ Introductory Membership $20.00

_ Two Years $30.00
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