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Sunday, December 12,8:00 AM CBC is a lot of fun and a lot of work. Audubon

San Felasco Hammock North is seeking new participants but the CBC is not
Progress Park for everybody. To learn how you can partici-

Meet trip leader and sparrow expert Adam pate, please call event coordinator John Hinter-
Kent at the tag agency on NW 34s Street just mister at386-462-1109. Trip difficulty: 3

south of US-441 (auoss from the old ABC
Liquors). Don't forget the $2.00/vehicle access Sat-Sun, January 8-9' 8:00 AM
fee. Last winter, the Progress Park entrance of St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge
San Felasco Hammock was the area's biggest Meet leader John Hintermister at the refuge
surprise when several area birciers happened visitor center at 8:00 AM on Saturday (west on
across large diverse flocks of sparows includ- US-98, left onto CR-59 at Newport, continue
ing Henslow's and LeConte's spiurows. You'll to the pay station and the visitor center just be-
canvas the grassy areas for those and other yond). This trip is always one of the highlights
sparrow species like Vesper's, Song, White- of the year. In winter the refuge's impound-
throated, Swamp, and Savannah. Trip diffi- ments provide food and shelter to flocks of
culty: 2 ducks and other water birds. We'll also look

for sparrows, wrens, and other winter visitors.
Sunday, December 19, ALL DAY On the second day of this trip we usually focus

Christmas Bird Count on tracking down birds in other parts of the
Join Alachua Audubon for its greatest tra- Panhandle, so prepare for a true birding adven-

dition. The Christmas Bird Count (CBC) gives ture. If you're staying over, an inexpensive
us a snapshot of the area's bird activity. CBC motel is the Oaks in Panacea [850-984-5370].
data has been collected since 1900 and has To put your name on the ride board, please call
been an invaluable tool in understanding the Wild Birds Unlimited L352-381-19971.
status and distribution of bird species. The (Contiruedonpage 3)

11!X HachuaAuduhn Ssin*$khsine
Vll www.flmnh.ufl.edu/aud

Add it to your favorites and visit us for all the latest updates and/or changes for
field trips and programs, as well as information on good birding spots in the area.
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At299 species for his Alachua County
life list, John Hintermister knew that it would
take a pretty extraordinary bird and a little
luck to add a new bird to his list. On Novem-
ber 10, John was among a small group of area

birders invited to confirm the identity of a
vagrant hummingbird at a private residence in
NW Gainesville. The Buff-bellied Humming-
bird that John observed on that day became
his 300th Alachua County bird. Congratula-
tions, John and congratulations, Alachua
County! That hummingbird was also your
first of its species.

Readers! Please note this as a reminder to
report any hi.immingbird activity from now
through the spring. Report your sightings to
Rex Rowan at rexrowan@earthlink.net or call
Wild Birds Unlimited at 352.381.1997 .

Mary Landsman and others observed a

Vermilion Flycatcher in the police horse pas-

ture near the La Chua Trail on November 3.

On that same morning, Barbara Muschlitz
found a Golden-winged Warbler, a late record
for the county, at the La Chua trailhead.

Sparrow activity has continued to pick up
since the last Crane issue. Ingrid Scales and I
found the first three Vesper Sparrows and the
first two Field Sparrows of the season near La
Chua Trail on November 7. Then, Andy Krat-
ter, Adam Kent, and I found the season's first
(and potentially last) Clay-colored Sparrow at
Permission Point on November 14. On the
way back down the
Gainesville ' !ir$:{1.t"-:l'"

Hawthorne Trail, we
found two Henslow's
Sparrows in a field
along the path. Mike
Manetz observed a
Lincoln's Sparrow,
this season's second
near the Hague Dairy lagoon on November 7.

Thank you to all who submitted reports
throughNovember 15.

eNext Crane Deadline January 16'e

Alachua Audubon Officers and Chairpersons of Standing Committees

President... Scott Flamand 352 331-0035
Vice president...... ...... ....Rex Rowan 352 371-9296
Secretary ... ......David Wahl 352 336-6206
Treasurer.. . ... ...... . .. Barbara Mollison 386 97 2-5008
Membership. ........PauI Moler 352 495-9419
Fieid Trips... ... ....Bubba Scales 352 381-1997
Programs... .. .....Joni Ellis 352 373-6047
Publicity... AAS Staff
Education... ...Emily Schwartz 352372-0754
Birding Classes. .. . .. .. . ...... ...Kathy Haines 37 2-8942

Festivals... .....AAS Staff
Conservation. . . . . . ..Michael Meisenburg 3 52 49 5- 17 9 1

Crane Editor .....Howard Adams 352 373-4270
Submissions: howardppsp@aol.com

Historian ............Martha King352 3724149
Crane Circulation.......Margaret Green 352 378-33 14

Assisting with Crane circulation: Alice Tyler, Pat
Burns, Nancy oaks

The Alachua Audubon Society's mission is tofoster appreciation and knowledge of birds
and other native wildlife, to protect and restore wildlife populations and their habitats, and

to promote sustainable use of natural resources.
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(Continued from page 1)

Saturday, January 15,7:00 AM
Alligator Lake

Alligator Lake was one of Jerry
Krummrich's best kept secrets until a

White-faced Ibis turned up there during an

Audubon field trip in 2003. Alligator
Lake is about 1000 acres oflakes and
marshes with an upland interior. It is an
old farm which has many miles of dikes to
walk on and obtain excellent views of wa-
terbirds, raptors, and land birds in trees
lining the dikes surrounding the marshes.
Receding high water should provide a di-
versity of habitat types for a diversity of
bird species. Meet an Audubon represen-
tative at the Tag Agency on NW 34s St.
(across from ABC) and carpool to Lake
City where we'll meet up with Jerry. Trip
diffrculty:2

Saturday, January 22,8:00 AM
Persimmon Point Sparrow Walk
Limited to 12 participants - Please

call Wild Birds Unlimited 1352-381-19977
to make a reservation. Persimmon Point is
the jewel of the prairie for sparrow enthu-
siasts. The grassland and field edges are
some of the area's best spots for habitat
specialists such as Henslow's, LeConte's,
and Grasshopper Sparrows. This trip in-
volves a fairly long walk and a bit of
weedy bushwhacking. Participants will
need to meet trip leader Howard Adams at
the District II Headquarters at 8:00 AM as
the gates will close when the field trip be-

gins. Trip difficulty: 3

Saturday, January 29r 6:30 a.m.
Ft. Clinch/Hugenot Park

Meet trip leader Rex Rowan in the park-
ing lot of the Publix at NW 13e St. and NW
39ft Ave. to caravan to Ft. Clinch. At Ft.
Clinch and Hugenot Park, we will look for a
variety ofgulls, shore birds, raptors, and sea-

birds. Highlights of recent trips include Pur-
ple Sandpiper, Northern Gannet, and a Black-
legged Kittiwake. The pier at Ft. Clinch can
often be quite cold and windy, so dress ac-
cordingly. Bring a lunch and some water, as

this trip will extend into late moming to early
afternoon. For directions to Ft. Clinch or to
put your name on the ride board, please call
wild Birds Unlimited [352-381-1997]. Trip
diffrculty: 2

Sunday, February 6,7:00 AM
Ocklawaha Prairie and Emeralda Marsh

Explore vestigial meanders of the Ockla-
watra River in two little-known but resource
rich Water Management District lands in
Marion County. With special access privi-
leges, we'll drive parts of the levee at Ockla-
waha scanning for ducks, raptors, and spar-
rows. At Emeralda Marsh, we'll enjoy the
newly established wildlife drive and explore
various sparrow fields around the area. Meet
trip leader Bubba Scales at Kash n Karry at
2002 SW 34e St. Bring a lunch or some
money for lunch at the Dam Diner. Trip dif-
ficulty:3

The Crane is published six times during the year. Content of The Crane is the sole responsibil-
ity of the editor and fulfils stated objectives and goals of Alachua Audubon Society. Annual sub-
scription to The Crane is included in AAS dues. Non-Audubon members may subscribe to The
Crane for $ 8 annually. All checks for subscriptions or changes of address should be mailed to Paul
Moler, Membership Chairman: see back page for address. Submissions to The Crane are wel-
comed. Please limit each article to no more than two pages per issue. I/le Crane is printed on recy-
cled paper.
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Rally for the Ocklawaha River:
Come for Field Trips, Parties, and Tree Planting!

By Karen Ahlers

The Rally for the Ocklawaha River, :,:=J
sponsored by the Putnam County Environ:=: j
mental Council, Inc. (PCEC) is a weekendi
full of great field trips, a big party and the

beginning of "The People's Restoration."
In short, it's an opportunity for you, your
friends and family to have fi.rn and make a
difference in the ongoing struggle to restore

the Ocklawaha River.

Here in Putnam County, almost daily we
deal with the controversy in our backyard -

the dammed Ocklawaha River and the re-
sulting Rodman Reservoir. While we under-
stand the apprehension of local offrcials and

the business community that fear a negative
economic impact if the river is restored,

PCEC has planned a fun-filled weekend
event to demonstrate the positive impacts of
nature-based tourism that will result from a

restored river.

To make this successful, we needyou!
We are asking supporters from across the
state to come to Putnam County February
19-20, 2005 (President's Day weekend).
We've created 50+ 6u11rts to satisfu a wide
variety of interests and have enlisted the
help of some of the best trip leaders in north
central Florida including Rex Rowan, Bob
Simons, Karen Garren, and Lars Anderson.
Great birders, botanists, naturalists, outfit-
ters, and artists will be on hand to show you

The Crane AhchuaAudubon Sociery

what makes this area so special. Come and

enjoy the field trips and tours and please,

spend a little money! We're asking partici-
pants to buy gas, eat at local restaurants, do
a little shopping, or stay a night or two.
We're asking you to be obvious: strap your
canoes to the roof, wear your binocs 'round
your neck, in other words, be conspicuous
eco-tourists. PCEC will provide you with
Ocklawaha restoration calling cards to leave

everywhere you go and be sure to ask for
and save your receipts.

Both Saturday and Sunday, you'llhave
the opportunity to participate in the kick-off
of PCEC's "The People's Restoration" by
helping us plant trees. Almost one square

mile of the Ocala National Forest is flooded
by Rodman Reservoir. Those lands will be

exposed during this time due to a periodic
drawdown for aquatic plant control and
we've arranged with the US Forest Service
to take this opportunity to begin the refores-
tation process. We'll provide the native
trees and tools.

On Saturday night at 7:00 pm, join us at
Ravine Gardens State Park in Palatka for a
free, music- and fun-filled pep Rally for the

River with live music by Florida's Trouba-
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dor Dale Crider and other well known Flor-
ida folk musicians. Renowned Florida au-

thor Al Burt will be our featured guest and

cheerleaders from Florida's leading @nser-

vation groups (including Charles Lee from
Audubon of Florida) will be on stage to en-

courage us all to achieve our goal of remov-

ing Rodman Dam and restoring the Ockla-
waha River.

Remember those receipts you were
asked to save? Bring them to the pep rally
so we can tally them up for our report back
to local offrcials. THIS IS A CRITICAL
PART OF OUR STRATEGY! Concern
over the local economy is one of the main
reasons proponents of Rodman cite for
keeping the Ocklawaha River dammed. We
need your help to demonstrate that there is
more to nature-based tourism than bass fish-
ing.

Your participation will support restora-
tion efforts by:

. demonstating the economic impact
of nature-based tourism on the local
economy;
. dispelling the myth that this is a lo-
cal issue and proving that the Ocklawaha
River is an important resource for all Flo-

The Crane AlachuaAudubon Society

ridians;
. reinvigorating activists and thanking
those who have fought this battle for dec-
ades;

. giving legislators the evidence of
public support needed to fight this battle
in Tallatrassee and Washington;

. educating and motivating activists
state-wide; and

o strengthening local supporters who
have no representation in Tallahassee on
this issue.

PCEC works closely with Florida De-
fenders of the Environment, the leader of
the fight to first save, and now restore the

Ocklawaha. For more information on the

river, this event, FDE, and PCEC, including
downloadable Rally for the River brochures
and field trip, restaurant, and accommoda-
tions lists go to www.fiaciefenders.org/

events.

We need a big crowd to made this work
and are counting on the support of like-
minded folks that are equally frustrated over
the decades we've spent working on this
issue.

Hope to hear from you soon!

For more information go to
www.Jl adefender s. or g/ ev ent s or c ont act
Karen Ahlers, Putnam County Environ-
mental Council, (352) 546-3560 or PCE-
C Riv e r Rally @hotmail. c o m

Mark Your Calendar!
Rally for the

Ocklawaha River
February 19-20,2005
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What price do you put on the environment? Slgn up now for GRUgreen" Energy for as little as

five dollars a month to protect our natural environment. GRUgreen is renewable energy generated

from biomass, wind and solar resources. Supporting green energy greatly contributes to keeping a

cleaner community now and well into the future. Visit www.gru.com or call 352-334-3434 to support
GRUgreen. GRUgreen Energy, one more way GRU is More than Energy*.

J-
Support Renewable Energy
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Name:

Prim

City:

ary Mailing Address: Apt.#

zip:State:

EmailAddress:

Choose your monthly contribution or create your own amount (must be in $1 increments)

oss o$ro O Sts O Szo other:

Your contribution is a fixed monthly charge that will appear separately on your GRU
statement and is currently not subject to taxes.

Thank you for supporting GRUgreen Energy.

Sign up today. Clip and return to: GRUgreen Energy
PO Box 147112 Sta. A123
Gainesville, FL 3261 4-7117 TCl104
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Join Audubon
To join Audubon on 3 levels (National, Florida, and Alachua), fill in this application and mail to:

PauI Moler, TSIS llighway 346, Archer, Florida 326f8
Please enclose your check payable to:

National Audubon Societv
Ifyou have any questions, eontact Paul
at 49*9 419 or pmoler@worldnet.att.net

Chanter E-18

New Membership Application
Please Print

Name Telephone

Address Apt.

City State zip

Please check level of membership:

Basic $35.00 _ Senior $15.00 _ Student $15.00 _
_ Introductory Membership $20.00

_ Two Years $30.00
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