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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Saturday, March 6, 8:00 AM

Lake Alice

With a hardwood swamp, a wading bird rookery,
open water, and densely vegetated lake margins,
Lake Alice is a favorite destination for many
campus-bound birders. Meet trip leader Michael
Mciscnburg in thc Lake Alice parking lot on Mu-
seum Road on UF campus and explore one of the
urban area’s natural jewels. Trip difficulty: 1

Saturday, March 13, 2:00 PM

Program Meeting

“Butterflies and Blooms--Serendipity”
Milthopper Branch Library, 3145 NW 43™ Street
See details elsewhere in this Crane.

Sunday, March 14, 9:00 AM
Butterflies and Blooms - SPECIAL EVENT
This special event field trip is a complement to

NOMINATIONS

It’s time once again for nominations for Ala-
chua Audubon board and officers. If you're
willing to serve—or know someone who
would be—please call one of the nominat-

ing committee members. They are Howard
Adams (373-4270), Paul Moler (495-9419),
and Grisleda Forbes (37 1-3124}. All sugges-
tions are welcome., Officers serve one-year
terms and board members are elected for
three years. The election will be at the An-
nual Mccting and Picnic in April.

the Saturday, March 13, Program Meeting. But
come even if you missed the program! Buck
and Linda Cooper, two of Florida’s foremost
butterfly experts, will lead us on this special
program of discovery. Participants will learn
how experts census an area for butterfly diver-
sity and how thcy find and idcntify buttcrflics
from the biggest and most obvious to the most
elusive tiny species. Meet the Coopers in the
lower parking lot of the Boulware Springs Park
on Southeast 15™ Street near the entrance to the
District II Ranger Headquarters. Trip difficulty: 2

Saturday, March 20, 8:00 AM

River Rise

NOTE: $4.00 pervehicle entrance fee required, but
a carpool effort will be made. Meet the trip leader
in the parking lot of the Winn-Dixie on the east
side of U.S. 441 in High Springs and prepare to
carpool from there. River Riseisthe seldom birded
state preserve in which the subterranean Santa
Fe River emerges from its cavernous pathway.
Explore a rich hardwood hammock and maple
biuff above a magnificent cypress strand. This
habitat should be a great location to observe the
early push of spring migration. Trip difficulty: 3

Saturday & Sunday, March 20 & March 21
Kanapaha Gardens Festival

Want to learn more about Audubon? Then
visit the Alachua Audubon booth. Even if
you're already a member, stop by for a few
moments; you can sit down for a while and

Alachua Audubon Societuy Website

www.flmnh.ufl.edu/aud

Add it to your list of favorites and visit us for all the latest updates and/or changes for field
trips and programs, as well as information on good birding spots in the area.




To Our March 20 and 21 Visitors at Il

KANAPAHA GARDENS FESTIVAL:
Thanks for stopping by the Alachua Audubon Society display and visiting with us.
We’d be glad to have you join us on one of our spring field trips. With spring migration
reaching its height, there ought to be plenty of birds to see. But we look at other things,
too—plants, insects, just about anything connected with our natural world. If you’d like
to join Alachua Audubon—and membership also includes a subscription to the National
Audubon Society magazine—send us the form on the back of this Crane. We look forward

to seeing you again!
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take over, giving the other volunteers a break!

Saturday, April 3, 7:00 AM

Ocala National Forest

Meet trip leader Bob Simons for this locally leg-
endary field trip to the Ocala National Forest.
Bob presents the natural features of the Ocala
National Forest from a broad ecological perspec-
tive. Expect to learn as much about plants
and mammals as you do about birds. Avian
highlights in the Ocala National Forest include
Red-cockaded Woodpeckers, Bachman’s Spar-
row, and the Florida Scrub-Jay. Pack water, a
snack, and dress for exposure. Trip difficulty: 3

TRIP DIFFICULTY

1=Most of trip is within easy access to the carand/
or walking on level ground of one mile or less.
2=Trip may involve walking on uneven ground
over distances of 1-2 miles.

3=Trip may involve elevation change, uneven
ground, and/or distances of greater than 2
miles.

AROUND THE COUNTY...
by Bubba Scales

Permit me to diverge from the format,
please. In this issue, I will take advantage of the
fact that ‘arcund’can be used in at least six senses
according to Merriam-Webster’s online dictionary.
Around the County summarizes reports of birds
observed within the county lmits. In that sense,
we go around the county locking for birds. But,
since the last edition of Around the County, the
most exciting birding in the area has occurred
around the boundaries of the county. If that
doesn’t make sense, consider this:

On the January 17 Alachua Audubon field
trip, a group of birders went just north of the Ala-
chua County line to Alligator Lake, a municipal
nature park in Lake City. While most of the rest
of us were counting Killdeer, John Hintermister
was carefully picking through a flock of Glossy
Ibis. He found one with a red iris, a feature that
counter-indicates Glossy Ibis and is actually di-
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agnostic of a White-faced Ibis, a rare winter visitor
to the Panhandle.

Dotty Robbins went looking for the White-
faced Ibis at Alligator Park on the 18™, She found
the ibis and she also found a male Vermilion Fly-
catcher. John Hintermister went back to see the
White-faced Ibis and the Vermilion Flycathcer and
found a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher. This almost
comic sequence of rarities ended with John’s
Scissor-tailed bul many birders have been privy
to views of the ibis and the Vermilion Flycatcher.
John Ault reports that the Vermilion Flycatcher
is still being seen at Alligator Lake as of February
14. The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher has not been
seen again.

Carolyn Retey lives just south of Alachua
County near a Marion County horse farm where
some 120 Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks reside.
Carolyn has kept tabs on a pair of Canvasbacks
that have been visible from County Road 318 in
Marion County all winter iong. The Canvasbacks
were still there as of February 15.

Patty Orr has witnessed the pairing of a
sub-adult female and an adult male Bald Eagle in
her Ocala yard. In January, they built a nest in
one of her loblolly pines. As of February 14, the
female appears to be incubating eggs. We can’t
wait to hear how this turns out, Patty!

Meanwhile, our apparently wintering
Whooping Crane continues to thrill area residents
with frequent appearances at the UF Animal Sci-
ence fields on Southwest 23« Street. Howard
Adams and Barbara Mollison were birding the La
Chua Trail on January 25 with hopes of seeing a
group of Snow Geese that Steve Nesbitt reported

The Crane is published six times during the year.
Content of The Crane is the sole responsibility of the
editor and fulfils stated objectives and goals of Alachua
Audubon Society. Annual subscription to The Crane
is inciuded in AAS dues. Non-Audubon members may
subacribe to The Crane for $8 annually. All checks for
subscriptions or changes of address should be mailed
to Paul Moler, Membership Chairman; see back page
for address. Submissions to The Crane are welcomed.
Please limit each article t¢ no more than two pages.

The Crane is printed on recycled paper.




MARCH PROGRAM

This month’s program meeting on Saturday, March 13, will be pre-
sented by Buck and Linda Cooper. Entitled “Butterflies and Blooms -
‘Serendipity,” the program will focus on Florida butterflies. The Coopers
are seasoned butterfly experts from Haines City and will tell us how to
become Sherlock Holmes of the fields and forests in finding Florida’s
butterflies, from the most common to the most elusive. The Coopers are
lifelong birders who have turned their attention toward lepidopterayea

and surveying Florida for butterfly species. The program meeting will
be followed by a field trip the next morning (see field trip descriptions). The program meeting begins
at 2:00 P.M. in the meeting room of the Millhopper Branch Library, 3145 NW 43" Street.

on January 20. Instead, they saw the Whooping
Crane, a flock of 29 American White Pelicans, and
some 50 Northern Pintails.

Barbara and Howard also saw good number
of shorebirds near the end of the La Chua Trail
including both Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs,
Least Sandpipers, and Wilson’s Snipe. More excit-
ing shorebird news came from a less auspicious
birding spot, the Home Depot pond where many
birders were able to observe flocks of Long-bililed
Dowitchers and a Stilt Sandpipcer into latc Janu-
ary. The Home Depot shorebirds have not been
seen since rains brought the water level up in
early February.

San Felasco Hammock’s Brown Creeper,
first reported on December 28 by Dave Steadman,
continues to make occasional appearances near
the bridge at the bottom of the short loop. Pat
Burns, Scarlett Howell, and Judy Bryan have all
seen it on different dates with Judy’s February 7
observation being the latest.

Our first northbound migrants were re-
ported on January 22 when Michael Meisenburg
observed a flock of six Purple Martins at the
USGS complex on Millhopper Road. Since then,
Purple Martins have been seen perched on and
flying around established nesting boxes at the
intersection of University Avenue and Southwest
&t Street and at George’s Hardware on West Uni-
versity Avenue near Northwest 34" Street. The
bolus of northbound migrants are still fueling up
for molt and migration on their wintering grounds
but at least one species of warbler has made an
early appearance. Grace Kiltie reports having
seen a Northern Parula Warbler in her birdbath
on February 4.

Thanks to all who submitted reports

Early Spring Birding on
Kennesaw Mountain

The Falcon guide, Birding Georgia, rates Ken-
nesaw Mountain as the Peach State’s premier site
for neotropical migrants coming through either in

spring or fall. Though not our intention to plug a
particular publication, we’d have to say the writer,
Giff Beaton, got it about right. Early May found
us in the parking lot of the Kennesaw Mountain
National Park waiting on our group leader to
show up. Chuck Saleeby, a talented north Geor-
gia birder, and our leader for the day, pulled in
around 7:30 AM and was calling his flock together
but interrupted the gathering call to say, “I've got
three, no four, Scarlet Tanagers and a Baltimore
Qriole in that sycamore.” At least fifty pairs of
binoculars focuscd on thesc beautiful birds that
could easily compete in the glamour department
with anything fliting about in a Costa Rican cloud
forest. I thought to myself if this is how teday’s
trip is going to go, we've got a whale of a lot to be
excited about. And that, as it turned out, was not
an exaggeration.

We began the stroll to the top of the moun-
tain, but soon began burning shoe leatheras Chuck
would find one, then another, band of migrants
feverously gleaning insects from the high cano-
pied forest. Fortunately, the birds stayed in the
trees near the road, so all we had to do was keep
abreast of them and try to identify as many as we
could. Qur first warbler, a male Blackburnian, was
breath-taking. Then a small flock of Chestnui-
sided and Black-throated Green Warblers came
along. Red-eyed Vireos were everywhere. A pair
of Ovenbirds started a song duel down along the
forest figor.

It was impossible to check these off the
list Chuck had handed out and not miss the next
specialty. Hereiswhere the old British aristocratic

Monthly Board Meetings

The Alachua Audubon Society Board of
Directors meets at 6:30 P.M. on the second
Wednesday of each month. All members are
welcome to attend. Meetings this year will
again be at the clubhouse for Mill Pond, 401
NW 48th Boulevard, across from Gainesvilie
Health & Fitness Center on Newberry Road.
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system would have paid off--have a field secretary
to jot down the details as the Master of the Manor
continues to look skyward. Chuck was whispering
in a loud voice, “Female Cerulean, in that chestnut
oak. Look quick, she’s on the move.” “Got it, we
chorused!”

Indigo Buntings came out to perch on
limbs canopying the road. Up around the first
bend someone spotted an Eastern Wood Pewee,
arguably the plainest bird in the book, but no mat-
ter. They all count. Then a participant shouts,
“What in thc world is that!® Chuck camc to thc
rescue. It was a male Summer Tanager, a young
male, half way through his molt to mature plum-
age. He looked for all the world like a lively piece
of candied corn--red above, yellow below. All of
this, and we had barely made it to the second
bhend in the road.

A Gainesville birderis approximately seven
hours from Kennesaw Mountain by I-75. The exit
number is 269. Any Georgia map will direct you
to the spot. According to Chuck Saleeby, July is
when the return of the migrants begins in earnest.
The number of birds will be much greater than
those that come through in the spring. Maybe
we’ll see you on the traill

--Dana & Nancy Griflin

WEB SITES TO VISIT

Ballot Initiative

Hometown Democracy

There is a ballot initiative in the state
that is gathering signatures, and it would place
all changes to County Comprehensive Land Use
Plans into the hands of the voters. Its called
the Florida Hometown Democracy Amend-
ment, and was started in Palm Beach County
when frustrated voters there felt powerless with
their elected pro-development county officials.

Several conservation organizations have
endorsed their cause, including the Florida
Sierra Club, Floridians for a Sustainable Flor-
ida, and the Florida League of Conservation
Voters., Also endorsing it are several surf-
ing organizations. Thcsc untraditional allics
have joined our ranks to help with conserva-
tion causes in coastal states in recent years.

The Florida Farm Bureau has spoken out
against this movement, stating that we already
have a system in place for making local land-
use decisions, and that we should just leave
that system alone because it works. I find their
perspective somewhat ironic, because when our

Melrose
CBC 2003

The Melrose Christmas Bird Count {CBC)
on December 18 was a lovely day for Snow Geese.
In spite of near freezing temperatures at dawn and
a persistent northwest wind, 14 observers in five
parties took to the out-of-doors by foot, car, and
boat to tally 109 species and 6,600 individuals.
For the first time in
its 15-year history,
the Melrose CBC in-
cluded Snow Geese.
A flock of 18 birds
was sighted resting T g-
near the middie of - = §
Lake Santa Fe. The )
lake also yielded ==
higher than usual
numbers of Common Loons (50}, Horned Grebes
(105), and Bufficheads (28).

Joining compliers Jan and Biil Bolte were
observers Rosemary Daurer, Jean and Ted Gie-
sel, Grace and Richard Kiltie, Phyllis Meeks, Jill
and Mike McGuire, Peggy and Tom Prevost, Scott
Robinson, and Felicity Trueblood.

--Jan Bolte

R A
Board of County Commissioners decided to limit

development in certain parts of the county, it was
local ranchers and farmers that threatened to sue
Alachua County unless county officials backed
away from their plans. The website for the ini-
tiative is www.floridahometowndemocracy.com.
--Michael Meisenberg

Audubon of Florida
Advocacy Center

Communicating to public policy makers is an
integral part of democracy. Audubon of Florida
has created a web site that makes it casy to fax,
email, or download letters {to print and mail) on
important issues you care about. Want to person-
alize the letters? No problem, you can edit letters
to fit your own perspective. Sound good? Visit
audubonoffiorida.org and click on the ‘Advocacy
Center’ or Take Action’ links to participate in one
of Audubon of Florida’s citizen advocacy networks
(Florida Conservation Network or the Everglades
Conservation Network]., The Advocacy Center
keeps track of issucs you can take action on, is-
sues updates, and allows you to receive one or
both of Audubon of Florida’s e-newsletters, Re-
store and Audubon Advocate. Questions? Email
advoecacy@audubonoffiorida.org.

Deadline for the next Crane is March 19

The Crane 4



Alachua Audubon Society Officers and Chairpersons of Standing Committees - 2003-2004

President.........co.c.... Scott Flamand 331-0035 Programs & Conservation.... Michael Meisenburg 495-1751
Vice President.............. Rex Rowan 371-9296 Publicity......ccocvvuveeninnn Marcy Jones 335-3816  Crane Editor..................... John Winn 468-1669
Secretary... ...............David Wahl 336-6206 Education................ Emily Schwartz 372-0754 Submissions: john@homeagainfarm.com
Treasurer.......Barbara Mollison 386-972-5008 Birding Classes......... Kathy Haines 372-8%42 Crane Circulation.....Margaret Green 378-3314
Membership................... Paut Moler 4959419 Festivals.......cccco..n. Scott Flamand 331-0035  Assisting with Crane circulation: Alice Tyler,
Field Trips.......co..e.... Karen Johnson 376-9090 Pat Burns, Nancy Oaks

A FULL SERVICE PHOTOGRAPHIC LAB
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_ WHEN QUALITY 1S IMPORTANT

376-9745

509 NLW. 10th Avenue
Covur o4 108 00 Sun ) UW 10 Svwmen
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ANYPIZZA

(Wonh$2.00Off on Sat. & Sen.)
4131 N.W. 16® Bivd. (Millhopper Square) 376- 2(i0y
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HELEN WARREN
REALTOR®

ERA Trend Realty :
4141 NW 37th Place, Suite A |i§
Gainesville, FL 32606
(352-377-6666 Office
(352-378-2470 Fax

(352-377-7755 Home
(352-214-7755 Cell _
E-Mail: hwarren @eratrend.com ji {
Website: www.eratrend.com

Finding

~ Interested in Ideas?
Looking for good information?
e Internet disappointing?

vistor Magazine Stand
‘Global in scope, local in color.”

Goerings Book Store

3433 West University Westsgata 378-0363
Open Mon-Sat 10:00 to 9:30 Sun 10:00 to 5:00

10% of your purchase...

...goes back to Alachua Audubon Socicty. Offcr is
good for regularly priced items with this coupon.

Cne coupon per family per visif, please. Exchudes optice. Bxpires 3/31 /04,

MILLHOPPER SQUARE » 4215 KW 16™ BLVD, » 381-1997

RENAISSANCE PRINTING

serving your printing needs since 1972

¢ DocuTech Digital Copies * Express Fax ¢ Digital Color Copies
» Custom Finishing * Desktop Publishing ¢ Offset Printing
* Fast Professional Service » Free Pick-up & Delivery
4130 N.W. 16th Bivd.

Gainesville, FL 32605
(352)372-2233 « FAX 372-3435

This Space is

AVAILABLE !1!

Call John at 468-1669 for details

Captain Doug’s
TIDE WATER TOURS

from Cedar Key

For the ultimate birding experience by boat to remote
coastal marshes or near shore islands. Charter only.
Call or check our website for details.

362-543-9628

www tidewatlsricurs.com
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Join Audubon
To join Audubon on 3 levels (National, Florida, and Alachua), fill in this application and mail to:
Paul Moler, 7818 Highway 346, Archer, Florida 32618
Please enclose your check payable to:
National Audubon Society

If you have any questions, call Paul at 495-9419

Not for

hapter -1 i Renewals |

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Please print

Name Telephone
Address Apt,
City State ALY

Please check level of membership: "
Basic $35 Senior $15 Student $15

_INTRODUCTORY MEMBERSHIP $20

TWO YEARS $30



