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EARLY SPRING FIELD TRIPS
Sulday, Februa4T 1' 7:3O AM
Oraage Creek Restcatlol Area
Explore this newly-opened birding location at the
eastern edge of Orange Lake. Drained forcropland
frfty years ago, it has recently been restored to
freshwater marsh, and can be an excellent spot
for sparrows, ducks, raptors, and other open-
country birds. Meet field trip leader Rex Rowan
at Powers Park on the north side of Hawthorne
Road (SR-20), about 4.4 miles east of Waldo Road.
Well carpool to OCRA to explore this exciting ne\tr

a-cquisition of the St. Johns River Water Manage-
ment District.
Trip dfficulty: 2

Saturday, Febraary 14' 7:(X) Ail
[atraza; Inlet
Due to the conflict with the program meeting on
the same date, this fleld trip has been cancelled.
Program meeting details on Page 2.

Suaday, Februar5r 22' 8:OO Af
Cone'l Dike vie Ca_p Canel
Ltmtted to 12 parttetpeatr - Please call Wild Birds
Unlimited [352-381-1997] to make a reservation.
Meet at Powers Park on Hawthorne Road/SR 20

{see above). Trip leaderAdam Kentwill escort t}re
group to a restricted access which we will use by
special permission. There, we will bird a resource
rich section of Cone's Dike Trail. Among other
exciting finds, birders observed Clay-colored and
Fox Sparrows and Irast Flycatchers in this area
last year. Trip difficulty: 3

Saturday, tareh 5, t:(X) At
Late Alice
With a hardwood swamp, a wading bird rookery,
open water, and densely vegetated lake margins,
l,ake Alice is a favorite destination for many cam-
pus-bound birders. Meet trip leader Michael Mei-
senburg in the Lake Alice parking lot on Museum
Road on UF campus and explore one of the urban
area's natural jewels. Trip difficulty: 1

TRIP DITFICULTY
I = Most of trip is within easy access to the car and /
cr walki:rg on level ground of one mile or less.
2=Trip may involve walking on uneven ground
over distances of 1-2 miles.
3=Trip may involve elevation change, uneven
ground, and/or distances of greater than 2
miles.

NOMINATIONS
It's time once again for nominations for
Alachua Audubon board and officers. If
you're willing to serve-or know someone
who would be-please call one of the nomi-
nating committee members before March
1. They are Howard Adams t373-427O),
Paul Moler 1495-94L9l, and GrisledaForbes
(371-31241. A11 suggestions are welcome.
Officers serve one-year terms and board
members are elected for three years. The
election will be at the Annual Meeting and
Picnic in April.

Alaclua Audubon SocieV Website

Add it to your list of favorites and visit us for all the
trips and programs, as well as information on good

latest updates and/or changes for freld
birding spots in the area.
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PROGRAM
NOTES

Febnrary L4
Theprogrammeetingggsalul{avlFebruaryl4,.Y.illfeatureBubhscalesspeakingon.Hum-
mingbirds in winterF iis, grat ii* qol*u.". And the **r.r is, "Thq/re herep As Bubh not€s

ersewhere in this crrrnc,a few are or.r.illin"rv:ur-"t a Hulminguiras, brrt trrere are also some

others, mostry in the genus yta*pho;-gh"t-"hir*.o ur"1r"* noi"ror" but also seem to be ex-

p€cted each winte* S another qo""tiJ" i",;i;'; theYtrulrilnebita" beelhere all along over the

vears anrd we,re just now finding tn.* oi i-" trri" som"urirr;;fil69*11W to provide us-with

-"r, *"*o as well as additionrr irrrot**Iio" o" eu"t'ua e'oirntr's wintering hummingbird trend and

otberfeederbird phenomena, such astt.*r,thatwg #; 
"r*vsrrdi"ches 

some seasonsand

hardly any the ,.o. ih";;A 
-"* 

*".dg o.eitt" ; z:oO nru' i" tf'" *t*i"e room of the Millhopper

;;"h UUrary,3145 Nw 43d Street'

March 13 o^--,riai+r,, A t.,",.,n.ram Dre-

QsmingnextmontlronSahrrday,March13,'ElutterfliesandBlooms-serendipity''Aprogrampn
sented by Buck and Linda cooper, ."'""t"a butterfly t"pttt" to* Haines city' on how to become

shertock Holmes of the frerds ana tore#1ir-fi"di"g prrri'a"t o"tterflies, frol the most common to

the most erusive. The coopers are nfeb; bil; rrf,o rr"reL*J ur"ir attention toward lepidoptera

and suryeying Frorida ror butternv .ry:.".,:5',ffiT*iil";#t53lT#l a nerd trip the

Hr;ffir:fiHfi"H'#iJ"d;;;;-i"J.'rdr ror detafls in the next Gtu'c'

bird, excePt for one'
On December 2E, humminghird banderexcept for one.

AROUNDTHE COUNTY..-.- bg &tbba Sales
Don't take your hummingbird feeders

down after the Ruby-throateds leave town any

more. Those aays Jc over' The vas-t majority-of

iliG,too*,ed riummingtirds-still do what wete

"r*l 
t *p""t them to do in the early fall' They

;gtJ; *itt. At lastone has stayed' but the

fr"i*"g n"Uy-ttroatAsare only the flrstprt of

tlre storY. TheY have company'
e -ot"iigoifrcant event iswlat must no\r

Ue tegarAJ a* t[e annual in8rx of Selo'qphorus

t "*itiuirds 
to Alachua County' xta*twn9 i1

the name for the genus of hummingbirds to which

Urt* tp."i"stetong: Rufgus' Allen's,' atld Bmad-

tailed. Rufous and-Atlen's are nearly imlossill9

to ai*ti"S,ristr from one another in the field' but

we knoqr that most of our *ta'sphorus birds are

oiUr" n"fo"s variety' If you w1lt to know how

we know, then come to ttle Februalf program

*..U"lt*. details elsewbere in this Clun4' For

;;;;"i;u *itt it. of the 30 hummingbirds

;"p#; it Alactrua County this-yinter' roug$y

i!1/" or tn"m are 9Jt;a,'splantts' of tl:e ltst' six ale

Btck-chinned or identinea only as a humming-

TTzre Crune 2

vll Yvw.gY'

Fred Bassett capturcd and banded'" {"1lf:Yll
Afr #"iluffiiigui'ui""-noll:-":'93*
Et, ['oiil;-A;Y.ry. ig11"1*TT*ffiA;*". e st*a-6iled Hummingbird 1asr-^^*^a

reported concurrently from the same location

but Mr. Bassettwas inable-to.?ptof :!*'*:H:;;"ffi;;;!* a"aoitiul P-TT 31:urr' *a'D .*a'r've -1i; 
are yet abie to prorre its

proof of itsidentity. r L:rr^r ..':, ra- a fir<t't#ffi;i;;;;d"; Broad-Lned wiu be a nrst

record for Florida-
Alachua County got rnore big-news' flve

feet of it in fact, on 'lanuary 3 the-n Celia Lock-

*"J 
"pttt"a 

afirtrooping Crane in the UF Animal

Ifu @ is published six tie€s during^-the year'

*LJt "r 
rL 

-ao,o o th' Pb'*f:,iry9*-d;3
;#;; f"r"-is statcd objectives and goals of Alachua

A"il; Society. a""ttif subscription ' ry ?*'*
i" -"rrJJ r" ais a'o' Non-Auduboa merobeis zuy

;-'rffiit;-t ctane for $8 annual!' All-checks for

;;;;; orctranges oiaddress slouldbe Bailed

;P"JU;E Meobership chairman; see back page

;t'";d;;. ;ubmissions to Tle Ctwte aterelcorned'

i[."*-fhia each article to no fiore t]ran two pages'

77:c Cllvraois printed on rec5rcled paper'
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fields on SW 23'd Street. From its unique sequence
of color bands, this bird was
determined to be a member
of agroup that learned to mi-
grate from Wisconsin by fol-
lowing an Ultralight aircraft.
On January 8, Panhandle
birder Jean Williams ob-
served two Whooping Cranes
from [a ChuaTrail. No band
sequence was reported from
either bird.

L,a Chua Trail has
also been a good place from

which to see waterfowl. Most notably perhaps are
the Mallards and Northern Pintails thatJohn Hin-
termister and Mike Manetz found in the vicinity of
Sweetwater Dike on December 11. On December
28, Howard Adams and Barbara Mollison obsened
a drake Canvasback along La ChuaTrail. Howard
and Barbara also saw a group of four hen North-
ern Shovelers there, a fairly unusual sighting in
the county. Snow Geese were reported on two
occasions; one by Pat Burns on December9 from
private property near Alachua and two by Mary
Landsman and others who observed two flying over
near the San Felasco Progress Park unit.

San Felasco's Progress Park unit has also
made more news lately for its sparrows. Many
birders have been visiting the fields near Lee Sink
to reap the rewards of Becky Enneis' diligence.
On November 10, Beclqy found an Ash-throated
Flycatcher and, on the 26s, she found a Dickcis-
sel. On December 20, she and Bob Carroll went
back for more. This time, they came across alarge
flock of Song and Vesper's sparrows in a field very
near the entrance gate. In picking through those
birds, Becky and Bob also managed to dig up a
Henslow's Sparrow and a kConte's Spa:row. Since
then, birders from all over North Central Florida
have been prhy to good looks at North America's
most furtive sparrows.

While Alachua County birders distress
about whether to wear long or short sleeves,
people on the rest of the continent are praying
for a break from frigid arctic temperatures. With
frozen water bodies and diminishing natural food
sources creeping their way southward, we might
have a busy second hatf to winter. American
Goldflnches and Chipping Sparrows are finally
coming to feeders and birders like Dave Steadman
are flnding new birds for the winter. On December
28, he observed a Brown Creeper in San Felasco
Hammock and on January 4 observed another in
his yard in Tioga, this time among a small flock of

Golden-crowned Kinglets. Shannon Cline, Ingrid,
and I all saw a creeper in San Felasco Hammock
on Januar5l 14.

Thanks to all who submitted reports
through January 17.

CBC:2OO3
futttr,sutlle
This year's Gainesville Christmas Bird Count was
held on Sunday, December la. Sixty-eightobserv-
ers in 11 teams tallied birds within the lS-mile
diameter circle of the count area. Although the
individuat number of birds for many species was
low, the total number of species observed was htgh
at 147, only two below last year's all time high of
149 for Gainesville. New to the count circle was
a least Flycatcher found by John Hintermister
on Cone's dike. Thanks go to John Martin for
his computer tabulation/graphics expertise and
Griselda Forbes for the wonderful pizzaandliba-
tions. The 2004 count is scheduled for Sunday
December 19. --Howard Adams

&dar Keg
Januar5r 2nd,, 2OO4 was a lovely day for birding in
and around Cedar Key. Only the afternoon calm
and the resulting sand gnats marred the day. Of
course, the extremely low counts of even normally
common birds were a source of disappointment
and worry. The species count was a respectable
134 (recent high140, 1998; all time 148, 1980),
but with few exceptions numbers were noticeably
lower. Long-billed Curlews (3) were in the Shell
Mound area again, and the boys in the airboat also
saw Peregrine, Merlin and a record number of
Red knots (237, previous high, 123, last year).
A Magnificent Frigatebird was still at the sum-
mer roost at Seahorse Key, and a group of eight
Canvasbacks (new high) was also seen by those
aboard the UF boat. For tlle second consecutive
year a Piping Plover was tallied; this time on Sand-
spit beach in Cedar Key, not far from the electric
line that featured eight White-winged doves, a
regular species in recent years. Seldom counted
Virginia rails were at Barnett's Creek in Lower

Monthly Board Ueetlngs
The Alachua Audubon Society Board of
Directors meets at 6:3O P.M. on the second
Wednesday of each month. All members are
welcome to attend. Meetings this year will
again be at the clubhouse for Mill Pond, 4O1
NW 48th Boulevard, across from Gainewille
Health & Fitness Center on Newberry Road.

Deadline for the next Crane is Febrrlary 21
the Ctune 3



Suwannee National Wildlife Refuge, and Florida
Scrub-Jays were observed on CR 345 as well as
the usual area of CR 347 adjacent to Cedar Key
Scrub State Preserrire. New highs also for Black
Vulture (43), and Semipalmated Plover (356), and

for three whose presence is not all that welcome:
Brown-headed Cowbird (112), House Finch (4),
and House Sparrow (119). The 2004 count will
be held on Thursday, December 30.

--Dale Henderson

Species in bold-faced type a.re new to the Count indicated. Numbers underlined t54pe represent a
new high for the count.
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GNf,ESVILLE: Compilers: Howard Adams and John Hintcrmister. Observers-68 (feam leaders in bold face): Team 1-Horard
Adsrrs, John Hintermister, Adam lhight, Bob Knight, Scott lhight, Brad Williams, Barbara Mollison, Brad Hall, Steve Collins,
Wes Ingwersen, Bob \[/allace, Team 2-Gafg Pereltequ, Bubba Scales, Susie Hetrick, Ivan Samuels, Mark Smith, Julieanne
Tatrone, Stefanie lkantz, Team 3-UtLe fanetz, Ed Bonahue, Paul Stodola" Robia Beckett, Michael and Arny Jenkins, Mike
Paczolt, Team 4-Barban furc.htltr, Dale Henderson, Linda Hensley, Karen Johnson, Mary Landsman, Greg McDermottl
Helen Waren, Team s-BEls[ fclfeb, Grace Kiltie, Carmine Lanciani, Marta Wa5me, Team 6-Daa Pcarol, Scott Flamand,
Ken Scot! Ginger Morgan, Stefan Rayer, Joni Ellis, Team 7-Ror R@B!, Lloyd Davis, John Martin, Bob Carroll, Beclgr Enneis,
Paul Sindelar, Team 8-Aden Keot, Ikrl Miller, Scott Robinson, Linda Terry, George Vesper, Maralee Joos, Team g-Iartha
K[9, Pat Burns, LyLa Lundeen, Alice l$er, Team lO-Deve B€.tty, Dottie Robbins, Michael Drummond, Lisa Madola, Steve
Hofstetter, Team l1-Aldy llratter, .Judy Bryan, Jeremy Kirchman, Bob Simons, Peter Polshelc
CDAR KB?: Compilers: Ron Christen and Dale Henderson. Other observers: Howard Adams, Steve Barlow, Nathan Folland,
Brad Hall, John Hintermister, Jeff Hoover, Wend5r Hoover,Grace Kiltie, Richard Kiltie, Angel Kwolek-Folland, Mar5r Landsman,
Ken Litzenberger, Brian McNab, Barbara Mollison, Don Morrow, Barbara Muschlitz, Alice Reakes, Scott Robinson, John
Terborgh, Aaron Zaretski
Thc Ctane 4



AlacLua Audubon Soclet5r Officers aad Chairpensort 6f $fsadlng Commlttees -2OO3-?(J[Jn_
President...................Smtt Flamand 331{035
Vice President...............Rex Rowan 37 l-y296
Secretary... ... ..... .........David Wall 3366206
Treasurer.......Barbara Mollison 386972-50G
Membership.....".............Paul Moler 49a94.19
Field Trips.................Karen Johnson 37G9090

Progmms &
Publicity.......................lv{arcy Jones 33i3816
Education................Emily Schwartz 37247 Y
Birding Classes..........Kathy l{aines 372$94:2
Festivals...................Scott Flamand 33 I {035

Conservation....Mchaet ltleisenburg 49rl79l
Crane Editor.....................John Winn 46t&1669

Submissiurs: john@homeagainfanm.com

Crane Circulation.....N{argaret Green 37*3314
Assisting with Crane circulation: Alice Tyler,
Pat Bums, Nancy Oaks
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EFATrend RealtY
4141 NW 37th Place, Suite A
Gainesville, FL 32605

(352-377-6666 Office
(352-378-2470 Fax
\352-377-7755 Home
(352-214-7755 Cell
E-Mail: hwarren @ eratrend.com I

Website: www.eratrend.com
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Interested in Ideas?
Lookins for sood information?

Finding tfie lntErnet disappointing?

Visir our MaOazine Stand
'Global in *Ype, tocalin colar.'

Goerings Book Store
3433 West Universitv westate 378-0363

Open Mon-Sat 10:00 to g:gO Sun 10:00 to 5:N

...goes back to Alachua Audubon Society. Offer is
good for regulady pric€d items with this coupon.

Qlc 6osp6n per family pcr virit, plcasc. Exdudcs opticr. Expircs 2/29 /M.

UILLHOPPER SQUART . 421|3 IYW 166 BLVD. . 341-1997

of your purchase...
Colloen Kay

lvlanager

MILLHOPPER
4130 N.W. 1.5th Boulevard . Gainewille, FL 32605

852') 372-2233 . FAX 372-3435

hnp//www. rena issance.printin$corn

This Space is

AVAILABLE !!!

Call John at 468-L669 for details

Captain Doug's

TIDE WATER TOURE
from Cedar Key

For the ultimate birding experience by boat to remote
coastal marshes or near shore islands. Chrrtcr ooly.
CaIl or check our website for details.
852-548-0629 www.Udewatertoura.com
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Join Audubon
To join Audubon on 3 levels (National, Florida and Alachua), fllIin this apptcation and mail to:

Paul Moler, 7818 Highway 346, Archer, Florida 32618
Please enclose your check payable to:

IYatiolal Audubol Soclety
Ifyou have any questions, call Paul at495-9419

Chapter E-18

MTMBERSHIP APPLICATIOIT
Please print

Name Jelephone-

Add Apt.

City. State- ZTP

Please check level of membership:

Basic $35 Senior $15 Student $15

IITTRODUGTORY UEUBER8HIP S2O

New
Memberc

Ottlg

Iitottor
Reneutals

.TWO YTARS ri3()


