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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS
Sunday, February 2"d, 7:OO A.M.
Ocklawaha Prairie and Sunnyhill Farms
Eastern Section Great Florida Birding Trail
(EGFBT) sites # 31 and 37
Meet at the Kash N'Karry, 2002 SW 34th St. We1l
explore the vestigial meanders of the Ocklawaha
River in two little-known but resource rich St.
Johns River Water Management District restora-
tion projects in Marion County. The Ocklawaha
Prairie and Sunnyhill Farms Conservation Areas,
both old farms where expansive river marshes
were once turned into productive vegetable plan-
tations, are slowly being turned back to nature.
These properties are "under-birded." partially be-
cause so much great habitat is so far from public
access points, but with special access privileges
we will take a limited number of vehicles deep
within. We'll work flocks of sparrows, wrens, and
warblers while watching the skies for marauding
raptors, including a "Krider's" Red-tailed Hawk
that has made the Ocklawaha Prairie its winter
home for the last three years. This trip will last all
day, but anyone pressed for time could leave after
lunch. Bring lunch, water, and insect repellent.
Trip difficulty: 2

Sunday, February 9th, 2:OO P.M.
ttBirders on Wheelsr" Chapmants Pond
Western Section Great Florida Birding Trail
(WGFBT) site #16
Please note: Volunteers needed on this field
trip
Scott Flammand will be leading this trip targeted
at physically challenged bird enthusiasts. We will
expect to see ducks, waders, and winter warblers.
Transportation via golf cart will be available for
folks who need assistance getting to the top of the
berm at Chapman's Pond. We also would like for
Audubon members to volunteer to bring scopes
and help provide personal attention to our guests.

Ifyou are willing to help, please call Scott Flammand
(331-0035) or Karen Johnson (376-9090).

Saturday, March 22'd, 9:OO A.M.
"Botanize" your way to Cedar Key with Dana
Griffin
Meet in the parking lot of the Target store on
Archer Road just east of I-75. We'Il take Archer
Road down to Cedar Key, stopping along the way
to look at wildflowers or anything else we find of
interest. Although this trip will focus on plants,
Dr. Griffin does permit binoculars as long as they
are not too distracting! Any trip that Dana ieacis
is always both fun and educational. Those who
wish to will have a group lunch at one of the
seafood restaurants on the Gulf. Trip difficulty: 1

TRIP DIFFICULTY
1 =Most of trip is within easy access to the car and f
or walking on level ground of one mile or less.
2=Trip may involve walking on uneven ground
over distances of 1-2 miles.
3=Trip may involve elevation change, uneven
ground, and/or distances of greater t}:,an2 miles.

NOMINATIONS
It's time once again for nominations for
Alachua Audubon board and offltcers. If
you're willing to serve-or know someone
who would be-please call one of the nomi-
nating committee members before March 1.

They are Howard Adams (373-4270), Paul
Moler (49 5-04 1 9), and Grisleda Forbes (37 1 -

3124). All suggestions are welcome. Offic-
ers serve one-year terms and board mem-
bers are elected for three years. The election
will be at the Annual Meeting and Picnic in
Apri1.
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CBC:2OO2
(a^inact-illa

We had a record count of 149 species,
beating our 1977 record by one, but the playing
field changed this year. For the lirst time, we
counted feral Mallards and Muscovy Ducks. Seven
Count Week species were reported: Fulvous Whis-
tling Duck, Spotted Sandpiper, Laughing Gull,
Bonaparte's Gull, Whip-poor-wi11, Archilochus,
sp., and Brown Creeper. These are species which
were seen in the three days before or after the
count, but not seen Count Day. They were all
likely around on December 15, but managed to
elude the counters. We would have had a great
record 156 if we had found all these birds!

Aside from the two species new to the
count, Northern Rough-winged Swallow and White-
winged Dove, someunusual specieswere: Canada
Goose, Greater Scaup, Ash-throated Flycatcher,
Vermilion Flycatcher (2), American Redstart (2),
Yellow-breasted Chat (2), Summer Tanager (2),
Fox Sparrow, Blue Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, and
Brewer's Blackbird. Several of these are birds that
breed here but normally don't hang around for
winter. Did they linger because of the warm days?
We found it interesting that new highs were found
for three different species of woodpeckers. Could
that have been because of dead trees caused by
the pine bark beetles?

At our Count-up supper, we had a real treat
aside from the food. John Martin created a
program using MS Excel so that we were able to
view the results projected on a screen, instead of
just listening. As each species was called, the
screen showed a photo of the bird and a graph with
the history for that species (number of individuals
vs. the year). As each of our 11 teams called out
its number of individuals for a species, that num-
ber appeared on a lower graph, with the running
totaldisplayed. The previous highwas also shown
so we knew immediately when we had a new high.
I wish y'all could have been there. Those of us
present truly enjoyed the show. And, the datawas
saved as an Excel file.

Our Count-ups have been held at Civitan,
now Life South, on NW 13th Street for years and
we do appreciate the use of that facility. I also
extend a special thanks to Griselda Forbes for
arranging for the food and beverages. And that's
my last thank you connected with the Gainesville
CBC. Craig Parenteau and I have been co-
compilers since 1982 and have now resigned. It
was nice to go out on a high count.

The date for the 2003 count was set at
December 14.

--Barbara P.Muschlitz
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For the 2OO2 Cedar Key Christmas Bird
Count, 19 participants in five groups spent a
sunny but cool day doing what they like best,
birding! New highs were reached for 13 species:
American White Pelican, Wood Stork, Bald Eagle,
Willet, Marbled Godwit, Red Knot, Sanderling,
Hermit Thrush, Gray Catbird, Blue headed Vireo,
Ovenbird, Northern Cardinal, and Chipping Spar-
row. A11 of the Ovenbirds (7, previous high 1!)
were seen on Seahorse Key, where aWestern King-
bird was also found, sensibly sunning on the
south-facing beach.

Long-billed Curlews were seen for the
fourth year in a row, and the number of Avocets
and Oystercatchers continued at good levels. A
Yellow breasted Chat found an overgrown yard to
his liking, and Eastern Bluebirds and House
Finches were added to the list for Way Key for the
first time. In all, 137 species were tallied, the
highest total since 1997. Species seen Count Week
(three days before and after Count Day) were
Green Heron and White-winged Dove.

After much discussion, Friday, J anuary 2,
2004 was chosen as the date of the 2003 count.

--Dale C. Henderson

Mal-rose
A total of ll2 species, numbering 6,484

individuals, were talllied by 14 observers on the
thirteenth annual Melrose Christmas Bird Count
on December 17.

While there were no new high counts for
any species, two new species were added this year.
A Black-chinned Hummingbird was sighted at a
feeder at the home of Peggr and Ralph Renzelman.
This same feeder has, over the span of several
years, attracted other wintering hummingbirds.
These have been Selasphorus species or Rufous
Hummingbirds which, like the Black-chinned,
usually occur farther west.

The date for the 2003 count was set at
December 18.

--Bill and Jan Bolte

The Croneis published bimonthiy throughout the year.
Content of The Crone is the sole responsibility of the
editor and fulfils stated objectives and goals ofAlachua
Audubon Society. Annual subscription to The Croneis
included ln AAS dues. Non-Audubon members may
subscribe to The Crane lor $8 annually. A11 checks for
subscriptions or changes ofaddress should be mailed
to Paul Mo1er, Membership Chairman; see back page
for address. Submissions to The Crone are welcomed.
Please limit each article to no more than two pages.

The Crane is printed on recycled paper.



Species in bold-faced type are new to the Count indicated. Numbers in bold-faced type represent a new
high for the count. A T by the number indicates tie for high.
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GAINESVILLE: Compilers: Barbara Muschlitz and Craig Parenteau. Observers (Team leaders in boid face): Howard Adams,
John Hintermister, Adam Knight, Bob Knight, Scott Knight, Barbara Mollison, Don Morrow, Brad Williams, Craig Parenteau,
Susie Hetrick, Mike Jenkins, Stefanie Krantz, Ria Leonard, Amy Mi11er, Ivan Samuels, Bubba Scales, Mike Manetz, Robin
Beckett, Ed Bonahue, Linda Fitzgerald, Ashley Manetz, Mike Paczolt, Paul Stodola, Barbara Muschlitz, Karen Johnson, Mary
Landsman, Greg McDermottt, Alice Reakes, Helen Warren, Brian McNab, Grace Kiltie, Richard Kiltie, Patti Orr, Marta L. Wayne,
Bill Whitehurst, Dan Pearson, Dan Evans, Scott Flamand, Pete Colverson, Rex Rotran, Bob Carro1l, Lloyd Davis, Lee Gordon,
John Martin, David Wahl, Tom Webber, Peter Ames, John Arnett, Karl Miiler, Lenny Santisteban, Michelle Santisteban, Jim
Throne, Martha King, Pat Burns, Lyla Lundeen, Alice Ty1er, Dave Beatt5r, Michael Meisenberg, Dottie Robbins, Andy Kratter,
Mary Hart, Judy Bryan, Jeremy Kirchman, Bob Simons, John Winn
CEDAR KEY: Compilers: Ron Christen and Daie Henderson. Observers: Howard Adams, John Hintermister, Grace Kiltie, Andy
Kratter, Mary Landsman, Ken Litzenburger, Brian McNab, Roan McNab, Barbara Mollison, Don Morrow, Barbara Muschlitz,
Alice Reakes, Steve Schaff, Paui Sindelar, David Steadman, Joan Stephens, Nancy Taylor, Larry Thompson
MELROSE: Compilers: Bili and Jan Boite. Observers: Benson and Coline Cain, Rosemary Daurer, Jean and Ted Giesel, Grace
and Richard Kiltie, Phyllis Meeks, Tom Prevost, Peggr Renzelman, Michael Seiover, Felicity Trueblood, John Winn

Deadline for the next Crane is Febraary 22
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AROTND THE COT]NTY...
bg Bubba Scales

With the exception of a late pulse of migra-
tory activity, the previous issue of Around the
County summarized a fall that was decidedly
bland for most area birders. But while the colder
mornings of winter stiffen fingers and fog lenses,
birders loosen and warm with the energz and
anticipation that winter birding brings. And so
this issue of Around the County summarizes a
season that went beyond most expectations. On
December 15, Christmas Bird Count (CBC) par-
ticipants set a new record of 149 species counted,
breaking the old record of 148 set in 1977. In-
cluded in that count were such rarities as Greater
Scaup (5th county record) and Brewer's Blackbird.

In addition to our customar5z wintering
warblers, birders frequently found uncommon
and rare birds such as a Northern Waterthrush
observed at Newnan's Lake on November 17 by
Rex Rowan. Adam Kent found a Wilson's Warbler
at the Hague dairy on November 30. The same
bird, presumably, was seen by Martha King and
others onJanuary4. The CBC countincluded two
American Redstarts, a Northern Waterthrush, a
Wilson's Warbler, and two Yellow-breasted Chats.
On January 3, Chuck Graham observed a bird at
his home in Alachua that he identified as a Black-
throated Green or Townsend's Warbler, either of
which would be extraordinary.

But the hottest topic of this winter's birding
activity is the unprecedented number of hum-
mingbird sightings. Since Ruth Palenik's first
report of a Selasphorus hummingbird in the early
fall, another 34 reports of wintering hummers
have come in from around the county. Rex
Rowan's efforts to collect and summarize these
reports, with some additional information from
Hummer/Bird Study Group bander Fred Bassett,
have yielded the following totals as of January 16:
23 Selasphorus (two of which were confirmed as
Rufous by Bassett), two Ruby-throated, three
Black-chinned, and another six identified only as
hummingbird.

While on the subject of species whose
exact identity is often difficult to determine, tyrant
flycatchers were also obliging this winter. The lirst
report of Myiarchus flycatchers (probably Ash-
throated) came from Doug Wassmer, a Tampa
area birder, who attended a ranger-led Persim-
mon Point hike on November 16. On December 1,
Michael Meisenburg and Ingrid Scales found an-
other such bird where the DEP headquarters
driveway intersects the Gainesville-Hawthorne rail
trail. On the same day, Adam Kent refound the
two birds first reported by Wassmer in the same
location at Pesimmon Point. A confirmed Ash-
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throated Flycatcher sighting came during the
CBC. A Western Kingbird was also observed that
day.

On December 21 , Dr. David Steadman
observed an Empidonax flycatcher in the Natural
Area Teaching Lab behind the entomologr build-
ings on the UF campus. Over the next week or so,
several other birders were able to make close
observations of this bird and most concluded that
it was a Least Flycatcher, although no definitive
evidence was gathered.

Sparrow enthusiasts were not disappointed
this winter either. On November 24, Patty Orr,
Ingrid Scales, Adam Kent, and I were among the
most fortunate of all the "emberiziphiles" when the
wayward Kent found the county's third ever Clay-
colored Sparrow near the end of Cone's Dike Trail.
We all observed the bird from close range for some
ten minutes. We also observed an Indigo Bunting,
a Painted Bunting, and a Fox Sparrow on the same
day. The first two Fox Sparrow reports of the
season, one from Barbara Muschlitz and the other
from Mike Manetz, came in independently on
November 23. Two other Fox Sparrows have been
reported in December.

On December 8, Judy Bryan found two
Henslow's Sparrows along the fence line at the
Sweetwater Overlook on Paynes Prairie. Craig
Parenteau refound the same sparrows ciuring the
CBC. Adding the Henslow's that I found at Per-
simmon Point brings the CBC total for that species
to three. A better story, perhaps, is the 15-20
Grasshopper Sparrows observed at Persimmon
Point on December 1 by Adam Kent and others.
Eight of those sparrows were refound and tallied
during the CBC. Before the winter is over, area
birders may also be able to observe a LeConte's
Sparrow, tentatively reported from San Felasco on
January 1.

Evelyn Perr5r was the first of three area
birders to report a Dark-eyed Junco at her
birdfeeder. Hers showed up on November 20.
Marcy Jones and Bliz Feldherr had similar luck,
with birds visiting their feeders for several days in
November and December respectively.

Thanks to all who shared their observa-
tions through January 16.

COMING SOON
't\/Inrnl.r R D-ngrom l\/Tpafing: ,,Baclqzafd Wildlife
Attractions," Millhopper Branch Library, 3145
NW 43'd Street, 2:00 P.M. Ron Robinson will offer
tips on how best to attract wildlife, including
landscaping ideas and feed and water recommen-
dations. Additionally, Ron will offer advice on
squirrel-proofing and on how to avoid window
strikes.
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or e-mail to pmoleraqrworidnet.att.net

this application and mail to:
326r8

Address

C}.e+ter-elS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Please print

Telephone

State_

Please check level of membership:

-Basic 
$35 Senior $ 15 Student $ 15

-INTRODUCTORY 

MEMBERSHIP $2O

Apt.-

ZIPCity

Neu.t
Members

Onlg

Not for
Reneutals

.TUIO YEARS $3O


