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March and April Field Trips

Saturday, March 1, 8 am; Mill Creek—CLEP*

In 2002, the Alachua County Forever program made
its first conservation land purchase—the 1,190 acre
Mill Creek Preserve. Meet leader Steve Hofstetter at
the parking lot of Hitchcock’s Grocery Store in Ala-
chua on the south side of US 441, and carpool to Mill
Creek Preserve to bird through the pine and hardwood
forests. Difficulty: 2

Saturday, March 1, 9:00 am Family Birding at
Paynes Prairie

Attracting Birds to your Backyard . Meet Neil and
Joan MacLeod at the Lake Wauberg boat ramp at
Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park. This field trip is
sponsored by the state park. Call 352-466-4100 to reg-
ister. Families and kids are encouraged to participate.

Saturday, March 15, 8:00 a.m. - Wildflowers with
Dana Griffin; Meet retired UF botany professor Dana
Griffin at the Sweetbay parking lot at the corner of SW
20t Avenue and SW 34t St. Dr. Griffin will lead a
caravan to several locations near Gainesville where the
wildflowers are at their best. Dr. Griffin’s “Local Flo-
ra” class was legendary and you’ll get to find out why
without paying tuition or taking tests. Diff.2

Saturday, March 29, 8:00 a.m.-Morningside Na-
ture Center — CLEP*; Meet City Naturalist Geoff
Parks at the Morningside parking lot. MNC contains
more than seven miles of trails that wind through
sandhills, flatwoods, cypress domes, and habitat resto-
ration areas. We might see newly-arrived Summer Tan-

agers and Great Crested Flycatchers, but the resident
breeders — Pine Warblers, Eastern Towhees, Brown-
headed Nuthatches, and Red-headed Woodpeckers -
should be busy singing and building nests. Difficulty: 2

Saturday, April 5, 7:30 a.m.-Ocala National Forest;
Meet trip leader Bob Simons in the Sweetbay parking
lot at the corner of SW 20th Avenue and SW 34th
Street. Bob knows pine forests better than almost any-
one, and he’s a great guide to the longleaf sandhills and
scrub of this marvelous 383,000-acte remnant of abo-
riginal Florida. Birdwise, we’ll hope to see Florida
Scrub-Jay, Red-cockaded Woodpecker, Bachman’s
Sparrow, and Swallow-tailed Kite. Difficulty: 3

Saturday, April 12, 7:30 a.m.—Prairie Creek Pre-
serve—CLEP* Meet trip leader Ivor Kincaid at Pow-
ers Park parking lot and then drive to Prairie Creek
Preserve. Ivor is the land manager for the Alachua
Conservation Trust. We'll walk the trails through up-
land oak woods, swampy edges, and the borders of
Prairie Creek, looking for such neotropical migrants as
Prothonotary Warbler, Northern Parula, Yellow-
throated Warbler, and Blue Grosbeak. Difficulty: 2

Sunday, April 13, 7:30 a.m.- San Felasco Ham-
mock (Progress Center); Meet trip leader Mike
Meisenburg at the Tag Agency and carpool to San
Felasco Hammock Progress Park (north) entrance near
Alachua ($4.00 per vehicle parking fee). Alachua Audu-
bon spearheaded the effort to buy San Felasco Ham-
mock in 1974 and (Fieldtrips continued on Page 5)

Trip Difficulty 1: Trip within easy access to the vehicle and/or level terrain one mile or less 2: May involve uneven terrain one to
two miles 3: May involve elevation change, uneven tetrain, and/or greater than two miles
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The Alachua Audubon Socie-
ty’s mission is to foster appre-
ciation and knowledge of birds
and other native wildlife, to
protect and restore wildlife
populations and their habitats,
and to promote sustainable
use of natural resources.

Content of The Crane is the sole responsi-
bility of the editor and fulfills stated objec-
tives and goals of Alachua Audubon Socie-
ty. Annual subscription to The Crane is
included in National Audubon dues. See
back page for subscription information.
Submissions to The Crane are welcomed
The Crane s printed on recycled paper.

Deadline for
May-June Crane:

Apr. 15"

This was one of the most excit-
ing winters for birding in recent
memory. While lacking in such
seasonal delights as Dark-eyed
Junco, Brown Creeper, and
Winter Wren, we more than
made up for it with a startling
array of rare and beautiful avian
treats.

Around

The County..
By Mike Manetz

Just before the Christ-
mas Bird Count, there was a report from a non-birder about a possi-
ble Swainson's Hawk near Archer. A contingent of Gainesville bird-
ers checked it out and sure enough, after an hours wait an immature
Swainson's Hawk, our third-ever, sailed right by us. On January 4 the
Goodman family discovered a stunning male Bullock's Oriole among
the Baltimore Orioles visiting their feeding station. Only the fourth
of this species ever recorded here, his rarity and good looks earned
him celebrity-bird status, including a spot on TV20 news! Then on
January 14 Rex Rowan and I were birding the Hague Dairy and got a
call from Bubba Scales to check a possible Calliope Hummingbird in
High Springs. We found a drop-dead gorgeous adult male Calliope
Hummingbird in the yard of Jack and Mary Lynch, our third Calliope
ever and the first male of that species recorded here. Incredibly, with-
in a few days a female Rufous Hummingbird and a Western Tanager
were also discovered in the Lynch's yard. On the weekend of January
18-19 expert hummingbird bander Fred Bassett made a special trip to
Alachua County and in two days banded 14 wintering hummers, in-
cluding eight Rufous, three Ruby-throated, one Black-chinned (in the
yard of Hilda Bellot), and TWO Calliopes (the second was in the yard
of Ellen and Allen Shapiro). In the meantime, the Rusty Blackbird
flock continued to be seen at Magnolia Parke, and at LLa Chua trail a
somewhat reliable White-faced Ibis appeared along with the ever-
reliable Vermilion Flycatcher, plus two Wilson's Warblers and three
Yellow-breasted Chats down the side trail known as "Sparrow Alley".
Chris Burney discovered both Henslow's and Fox Sparrows at Prairie
Creek Lodge; just before the month ended Lloyd Davis alerted us to
the presence of a Clay-colored Sparrow plus a mother lode of Painted
Buntings at the Hague Dairy (as many as sevenl), and Bubba and In-
grid Scales found a Pine Siskin visiting their feeders. Needless to say,
all these birds were keeping Gainesville area birders fairly breathless;
they were also getting the attention of out-of-town birders and big-
time listers from across the state, who began streaming into town by
the dozens to feast their eyes on our avian cornucopia. Many a coun-
ty, state, and life bird was checked off here in January. A big "thank
you" from the entire birding community goes out to the Goodman,
Bellot, Shapiro, and Scales families and Jack and Mary Lynch for their
stewardship in hosting these amazing birds and for their gracious
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hospitality in allowing so many a chance to enjoy
them.

Seeking some respite from the frenzied
land birding, John Hintermister, Rex Rowan, and
I conducted our annual boat survey of Lake Santa
Fe on February 6. Of interest was a much larger
than usual concentration of Horned Grebes, but
nothing else out of the ordinary...until we spotted
a raft of several Common Loons. We motored in
for a closer look and discovered one was a Pacific
Loon! This was the second ever in the county and
only second inland record in the state. The first
was one we found on Lake Santa Fe the previous
year. This was likely the same bird, returned for
the winter. Can the rest of the winter get any bet-
ter than this?  Probably not. But that's OK. I'm
ready for spring migration! Thanks to those who
shared their sightings through February 10, 2014.

Gainesville “Old Florida” Birding and
Nature Festival; April 18—20
Open for Registration

The first annual Gainesville “Old Florida”
Birding and Nature Festival will be held April
18—20 at the downtown Gainesville Hampton
Inn. The festival will showcase Gainesville and
north central Florida’s unique natural areas, in-
cluding nearby springs, rivers, and Alachua Sink
at Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park. Guided
birding field trips and nature photography field
workshops will be offered.

For more information or to register,
please visit www. GainesvilleBirdingandNatureF-
estival.com, like us on Facebook at Gainesville-
BirdingAndNatureFestival, and follow us on

Twitter at GvilleBirdFest.

Rarities Abound on AAS Field Trip

On Saturday, February 15th, 11 hardy
souls convened, with John Hintermister at the
helm, to bird the northeast Atlantic coast. We
spent the first 2.5 hours in a howling wind in
trigid (for Florida) temperatures on the pier at
Fort Clinch State Park. It was all very well
worth it, however--among the day's splendid
finds were a very cooperative Purple Sandpiper
(thank you, Pat Burns!) sitting right next to an
equally cooperative Ruddy Turnstone, to which
we were able to compare size, color, beak, and
streaking of both birds. John pointed out an
Iceland and Glaucous Gull sitting on the beach
among a large group of gulls and turns. These
two unusual gulls are most commonly found off
the coasts of Maine and the Canadian Mari-
times. They also posed patiently while we ad-
mired their unusual ivory coloration--both are
white-winged gulls, neither having black tips to
their wings as do all the gulls we see regularly
off the Florida coastline. We also saw several
tine Black Scoters from the pier. We then
moved to the west side of the Fort where Bar-
bara Shea discovered a White-winged Scoter,
the highlight of that stop.

From Fort Clinch we traveled to Amelia
Island State Park, where the exciting finds were
a Parasitic Jaeger and two Red-throated Loons.
At both Fort Clinch and Amelia Island SP we
watched a good number of Northern Gannets
as they performed their spectacular plunge-
dives.

Obur final stop was at Huguenot Park, in
search of the Snow Buntings that had been seen
there previously this year. We weren't able to
scare them up, but we did manage to see a
Horned Grebe, Red-breasted Merganser, Red
Knots, Dunlins, and Semipalmated Plovers.
Truly a wonderfully field trip, great leader, and
life birds added to our lists!

By Sidney Wade
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Boys, Birds, and Binoculars—Recount
of AAS Kids’ CBC

On Saturday, January 18th, a dozen hopetul
birders set out on La Chua Trail just after 9:00 a.m. on
a cold but sunny morning. Immediately as we began
our walk along the trail, the first unusual sighting of
the day occurred. One of the more experienced bird-
ers saw an Ovenbird, which is usually found here in
the fall but rare in the winter. This small bird stays low
to the ground and has an amusing characteristic walk,
not hopping like most birds but walking like a person.

As we continued, one enthusiast played the
White-throated Sparrow song on an MP3 to see if any
birds would answer back, and sure enough a sparrow
replied, singing a sweet little song. At the prairie we
were met by many little birds in the grass, in the air,
and perching on trees. We started walking slowly to-
wards the water, counting birds and marking the count
on our tally sheet.

One person called out, “two bald ea-
gles, eleven o'clock right over Alachua Sink. Looks
like an adult and a juvenile.” I, Kennedy, put my bin-
oculars to my eyes and saw the familiar glossy-black
body with white head and tail feathers soaring silently,
probably searching for small mammals. The pair hit an
updraft and ascended rapidly, high enough that my
binoculars were not of much use. The duo continued
to soar, scouring the prairie for their meal.

We continued along the canal that flows into
the sink and paused to view Pied-billed Grebes, An-
hingas, Great Blue and Little Blue Herons, and Belted
Kingfishers. One Anhinga was fishing underwater in
the shallows close to the bank so that we could see the
bird periodically darting past. One had stabbed a fish
and swallowed it underwater! I, Kennedy, followed the
Anhinga's underwater route by watching the periodic
show of bubbles that arose along its submerged path.
I was amazed to see how long Anhingas can stay un-
derwater, far longer than I can!

At the watet's edge there were about five or
six Pied-billed Grebes swimming or diving in the wa-
ter. We stayed to watch some grebes chasing each oth-
er-- half running, half swimming-- across the surface
of the water. After a time, we moved on and stopped
when we heard a harsh call made by a Common
Grackle who flew overhead landing on a little bridge
nearby. He had a huge tadpole with legs and a tail
which he began to tear at, eating most of it before he
let the carcass fall down into the water. On the trail we

passed a temporary orange fence which was set up to
keep pedestrians away from the massive alligators on
the bank. We were nervous passing them because we
have heard, though fortunately never experienced, that
gators can run very fast.

Nearby White Ibises caught my eye and I, Na-
thaniel, lowered my binoculars. But I brought them
back up in a hurry. A small tan body with a long black-
banned tail and dark streaks on its breast and legs
zoomed by. It was a Sharp-shinned Hawk! I turned
back to Steve, the team leader, who had seen it too.
“Did you see that?” I exclaimed. “You bet! It was a
Sharp-Shinned Hawk!” he returned. I had never before
seen a Sharp-shinned Hawk, as this beautiful bird often
stays down low in the shrubs and trees. What a find!

We turned back midday to join the other two
groups that participated in the bird count. We all met at
the Mill Pond club house where the cadre of partici-
pants, 15 adults and 15 children, enjoyed a pizza lunch
while counting up the birds from north and south
Paynes Prairie, Lake Alice, and High Springs. The final
tally was 99 species and 2,516 birds. We are grateful to
Alachua Audubon and the AAS volunteers—Adam
Kent, Steve and Ted Goodman, Emily Schwartz, Sha-
ron Kuchinski, Helen Warren, and Bubba Scales for
making this unique experience available. And we are
eager to participate in next year’s Youth CBC!

Brothers, Nathaniel (age 13) and Kennedy (age 11)
Kiker are home-schooled and enjoy the woods of
southeast Gainesville where they have ample oppor-
tunity to enjoy the wildlife that share the land and sky.

Photo of Kennedy Kiker taken by Mindy Kiker during
the Kids’ CBC on Paynes Prairie.
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Kanapaha Botanical Gardens
Spring Garden Festival

The Alachua Audubon Society will spon-
sor an educational table at the upcoming Kanapa-
ha Botanical Gardens Spring Garden Festival on
March 22—23. We need helpers at our table to
share with others our excitement for birds,
conservation, and natural areas. You don’t
have to be a birding expert, just friendly and en-
thusiastic. Would you like to sign up for a 2 or 3-
hour morning or afternoon shift on Saturday or
Sunday? To sign up, please contact Felicia Lee at
leefa99@earthlink.net or Barbara Shea at acubar-
barashea@juno.com.

Fieldtrips (continued from Page 1)

we’re especially interested in showing everyone
what a beautiful place it is. We’ll follow a trail
along Lee Pond and Cellon Creek, looking for
woodland-nesting species and spring migrants.
Difficulty: 3

Saturday, April 19 8:00 a.m. Powers Park and
Palm Point; Meet trip leader Bob Carroll at Pow-
ers Park to check for birds in the trees along the
boat channel and scan the lake from the fishing
pier. Then travel to nearby Palm Point — a local

migrant trap — to search for migrant activity. Diff.
1.

Sunday, April 20, 6:30 a.m.-Cedar Key; Meet
trip leader Rex Rowan in the Target parking lot
on Archer Road at I-75. The emphasis on this trip
will be migrants — mainly warblers and shorebirds.
We'll also look for some uncommon and/or
coastal nesting species: Gray Kingbird, Swallow-
tailed Kite, and possibly Short-tailed Hawk. Some
people stick around after the trip for lunch. Diffi-
culty: 2

Saturday, April 26, 6:00 a.m. Hickory Mound
WMA and Surrounding Area; Meet trip leader

John Hintermister at the Tag Agency on SW 34th
St. across from the new Walmart to carpool. We
will spend most of the day exploring this wonder-
ful mix of salt and freshwater marshes and coastal
hardwood swamps. We hope to see spring mi-
grants plus the local nesters—Swainson’s War-
bler, Prothonotary Warbler, Short-tailed Hawk,
Acadian Flycatcher, Seaside Sparrow, King and
Clapper Rails, and others. Bring a lunch, water,
and bug repellent.

Sunday, April 27, 8:00 a.m.-San Felasco Ham-
mock (south entrance); Meet trip leader Adam
Kent at San Felasco’s Millhopper Road parking
lot ($4.00 per vehicle parking fee). Sandhills, me-
andering streams, forested slopes, and sinkholes
set the stage for the diversity of birds we hope to
find, such as Yellow-throated and Red-eyed Vire-
os, Hooded Warbler, Acadian Flycatcher, and the
locally-rare Wood Thrush. Difficulty: 2

Saturday, May 3, 6:30 a.m. Florida East Coast
Meet field trip leader, John Hintermister, at the
Powers Park parking lot. We will explore St.
Johns, Flagler, and maybe northern Volusia
County. This is a good time for migrant song-
birds and shorebirds and they will be in breeding
plumage. This will be a full day field trip but you
have the option to leave at anytime. Bring a
lunch, water, sunscreen, and bug repellent.

Sunday, May 4, 8:00 a.m., La Chua Trail, Meet
trip leaders Neil and Joan McLeod at the trailhead
on Camp Ranch Road to search for Yellow-
breasted Chat, Indigo Bunting, Blue Grosbeak,
and other prairie-dwelling birds.

*The Conservation Lands Educational Program
(CLERP) 1s designed to bring attention to local
land conservation efforts. These trips are con-
ducted on properties purchased to protect natural
resources and will be led by a representative who
will discuss ecological features and history. CLEP
trips will be educational experiences, so the em-
phasis will be on much more than birding.
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Speakers’ Corner, Family Birding, and
Events

Binoculars for Sling Shots
(continued)

Mark your calendar now for these exciting up-
coming events!

over 200 slingshots for shiny new binoculars as
part of a larger environmental education pro-
gram. Paso Pacifico wants to educate the next

Wednesday, May 21, Social at 6:30 p.m. and
program at 7 p.m. Millhopper Library at 3145
NW 43rd St. Tracking Manatees in Florida:
From Individuals to Populations. Presented
by Dr. Chip Deutsch. The Florida manatee is one
of the best-studied marine mammals in the world, and
yet many mysteries remain. Chip Deutsch has studied
the manatee for 20 years and will discuss their unique
biology and conservation issues. Special focus will be
on what we’ve learned about their movements and
behavior through tracking via satellite.

generation of eco-stewards and put more binoc-
ulars in the hands of mote kids, but we need
your help.

We have partnered with Optics for the
Tropics who is giving us a substantial discount
on the price of the binoculars, but taking this
equipment through customs and into Nicaragua
is pricey. The total cost of one pair of quality
binoculars is $100. Any amount you can give
will contribute greatly toward our goal of pur-
chasing 100 binoculars for the kids. Please

Wednesday, June 18, 2014 — Millhopper Li- partner with us to get binoculars in the hands of

brary Social at 6:30 p.m. and program at 7
p-m. Tracking Birds: The Latest Technology
and the Amazing Things We Can Learn. Pre-
sented by Gina Kent of Avian Research and
Conservation Institute. Learn about different
ways to track wild birds from color bands to VHF
and satellite telemetry. Gina will share her experi-
ence from her work with many different avian
species found in the southeastern U.S. and how
telemetry data has answered many questions on
the life history of these birds.

these kids and join us as we foster in a new
generation of bird lovers!

Paso Pacitico is a 501(c)3 non-profit organiza-
tion founded in 2005. Our mission 1s to re-
store and conserve the natural ecosystems of
Central America’s Pacific slope by collaborating
with landownets, local communities and in-
volved otganizations to promote ecosystem
conservation. We would like to thank Optics
for the Tropics for providing matching funds to
enable us to buy binoculars. Please help us lev-
erage these great contributions by backing this
project today! Visit www.indiegogo.com/
projects/binoculars-for-slingshots/x/6325122

AVl Birdle Ulimited

Your Backyard Birdfeeding Specialist’

Birdseed - Feeders - Nesting Boxes - Nature Gifts - Optics

4215 NW 16 Blud  Gainesville Q

Binoculars for Sling Shots

One of the many amazing things about
Nicaragua is its abundant biodiversity, which is
particularly rich in a small region called the Paso
del Istmo in SW Nicaragua. The personality-rich,
Yellow-naped Amazon parrot and the colorful
Painted Bunting are two iconic species in the re-
gion. However these and other birds are threat-
ened daily by slingshots. Unfortunately, it is com-

mon for local youths in rural areas to shoot birds
with slingshots for sport.

In order to try and deter this destructive
pastime, we launched a pilot program called Bin-
oculars for Slingshots, in which we exchanged

352-381-1997
gainesville.wbu.com
gainesvillewbu@hotmail.co

m
Mon-Sat 10-6 Sun 12-5 }
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TIDE WATER TOURS
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For the ultimate birding experience
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Kestrel Boxes at Watermelon Pond

On February 7th, Rex Rowan, Bob Si-
mons, Ramesh Buch, and Susanna Hetrick in-
stalled eight Southeastern American Kestrel
nest boxes and five Eastern Bluebird nest boxes
on Alachua County property on the east side of
Watermelon Pond. Ramesh braved the ladder
and installed most of the kestrel boxes. It was a
cold and somewhat windy day, but we enjoyed
our time on this public land. We saw two fox
squirrels and several interesting birds, including
several kestrels.

The public lands around Watermelon
Pond protect Alachua County’s largest area of
longleaf pine/turkey oak sandhill habitat and
the county’s largest populations of several wild-
life species, including kestrels, fox squirrels, go-
pher tortoises, gopher frogs, and striped newts.
In order to maintain and expand the population
of Southeastern American Kestrels there, Ala-
chua Audubon previously installed 29 kestrel
boxes on nearby public lands over the past sev-
eral years, including 16 nest boxes on the Flori-
da Division of Forestry lands on the west and
south sides of the Watermelon pond, five on
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission lands on the north side, and now
eight on county land on the east side.

These nest boxes help kestrels by
providing the cavities they require for nesting.
Due to the elimination of the virgin stands of
longleaf pine that originally provided these cavi-
ties, the availability of cavities for nesting is a
limiting factor for kestrels. The boxes are also
used for nesting by Eastern Screech Owls,
Great-crested Flycatchers, Northern Flickers,
and flying squirrels. Fox squirrels will also oc-
casionally use the nest boxes.

By Bob Simons

Birding Class Offered

Would you like to learn more about bird
identification? SFC’s Community Education
Program, in collaboration with the Alachua
Audubon Society, is offering a 4-week course in
Field Bird Identification. Classes will be on
April 5,12, 26, and May 3rd. Classes are on Sat-
urday mornings and last two hours. The final
class will be a longer trip to Cedar Key. Each
class is led by a local birding expert.

The course costs $49 and generates rev-
enue for AAS. Registration is through SFC. For
more information and registration, go online to
Santa Fe College Community Education or call
(352) 395-5193. Registration for the class be-
gins on March 19th. Class is limited to 12 stu-
dents so register early as this class fills quickly.
Hope to see you in class.

By Barbara Fennelly, Class Coordinator

Howard Adams, long-time AAS member and a
coordinator of the Gainesville CBC, is retiting
after 30 years with the FIL Park Service. We
wish Howard many happy days on the birding
trail as he hangs up his Paynes Prairie park uni-
form one last time.

From Birds to Butterflies
North American Butterfly
Association—Local Activities

Meeting: Monday, March 10th. "Butterflies of In-
dia" at 7 p.m. at the Milhopper Public Lbrary.

Field trip: Saturday, March 15th. "Henty's Elfin of
Cow Creek Road, Goethe State Forest"

Field trip: Saturday, March 22nd. "Frosted Elfin of
Simmons State Forest"

Butterfly Count, Saturday, May 3rd. Beginners Wel-

come.

For more information on these meetings and field
trips, contact Kathy Malone at 561-312-9978 or
at zlongwing@aol.com
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AAS Hosted Backyard Birding Tour

Alachua Audubon Society hosted its third
Backyard Birding Tour on February 8, 2014 on what
began as an inauspicious cold, wet, and dreary morn-
ing. However, despite the weather, a number of har-
dy, water-proofed souls were out on the paved trail
promptly at 9 a.m., following a self-guided tour
around Gainesville. Within an hour after the tour’s
start, the rain began to fizzle and by noon the sun
reemerged, along with rain-chilled and ravenous birds.
The weather provided a near perfect storm of bird-
friendly conditions in the realm of the backyatrd bird-
er!

Beautiful birds are almost always nearby and
can be drawn into one’s own backyard with a minimal
investment and in the comfort of one’s own home. A
large estate is never required to draw in a beautiful
array of birds, just a little cover, some water, and sup-
plemental feed. Properties on the tour ranged in size
from a city-sized lot to multiple acres of land. Re-
gardless of lot size, beautiful and unusual birds were
nearby at every site on the tour.

Over 250 people purchased tickets for the
tour. Each of the six featured properties offered a
personalized design for attracting birds and an indi-
vidual charm for attracting people. The home sites
presented were a Duck Pond Victorian, a suburban
mid-century modern home on the water front, a
creekside home with a chef’s kitchen, a vintage
Cracker-style home under the trees, a cozy fire-
warmed ranch with a wall of windows and a dining
room full of cookies, and lastly a new solar-powered
home teeming with birds as well as individually la-
beled and home-propagated landscape plantings.

The hosts generously invited tour goers onto
their properties, offering coffee and snacks to help
ward off the damp and bolster the spirits against the
weather. As the sun came out, along with the birds,
tour goers were blessed with views of a wide avian
variety, from the predictable back yard denizens to a
number of spring migrants, with the crowd favorite all
-star Baltimore Orioles being present at many of the
sites. Other birds drawn into feeding stations were
Yellow-rumped Warblers, Yellow-throated Watblers,
Palm Warblers, Northern Cardinals, American Gold-
finches, House Finches, Blue Jays, Tufted Titmice,
Northern Mockingbirds, Carolina Chickadees, Caroli-
na Wrens, Chipping Sparrows, Red-bellied and
Downy Woodpeckers, and an opportunistic dive
bombing Cooper’s Hawk, attracted by the presence of

the many smaller birds.

A unique experience of architecture and
interior and exterior design was presented to visi-
tors at each home, along with the homeowners
who shared their hospitality, warmth and special
formulas for drawing backyard birds into their
wortld. To many tour goers, the take-home mes-
sage was that backyard birding is a hobby that is
inclusive to humans and birds alike. Itis a com-
fortable, addicting, affordable, environmentally
friendly hobby, which can intrigue beginners into
developing a broader interest in birds and the en-
vironment in general.

By Elaine Robinson

AAS sincerely thanks the six families who so gra-
ciously shared their homes, yards, and bird-feeding
techniques to over 250 participants. AAS also
thanks the 29 volunteers who helped to make this
event possible. And most of all, AAS recognizes
Ron Robinson, who performed the lion’s shares of|
the work , performing an untold number of tasks
and attending to those details that are invariably
inherent in an event this size.

Winners from the Backyard Tour

As part of the AAS Backyard Birding
Tour, Wild Birds Unlimited donated multiple
prizes that were awarded by random draw-
ings. Following is a list of the prizes and their
winners:

1. Vortex Diamondback 20-60 x 80mm an-
gled spotting scope and Vortex Pro GT tripod
- Harriet Sterns
2. Bird's Choice oriole feeder or Aspects
hummingbird feeder - Tony and Lee Ross
3. Bird's Choice oriole feeder or Aspects
hummingbird feeder (second) - Beth Kent
4. Tub of Jim's Birdacious Bark Butter - Ja-
net Greene
5. Tub of Jim's Birdacious Bark Butter
(second) - Nina Klingman
0. Wellspring designer lens cloth pouch -
Anne-Marie and Billy
7.  Wellspring designer lens cloth pouch
(second) - Masuma Downie
8.  Wellspring designer lens cloth pouch
(third)- Mary Glazer
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Support Alachua Audubon and Help Us
Get Ads in the Crane Newsletter

Do You Own a Business and Wish to Advertise
in this Newsletter?
Or Do You Patronize a Business and are Willing
to Ask them to Advertise in this Newsletter?

Cost is $150 for 1 Year of Advertisements in the
Bimonthly Newsletter (6 Newsletters/Year)

To advertise, contact Debbie Segal at
Debbie.segal @gmail.com

Receive The Crane Electronically

To start receiving The Crane electroni-
cally, simply send an email to AASthecrane@
att.net Please include your name and address.

Non-profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Gainesville Florida 32601
Permit No. 18

Join ubon!

To join Audubon on 3 levels (National, Florida, and
Alachua), fill in application and mail to:
Paul Moler 7818 Highway 346 Atcher, Florida 32618

Questions? Contact Paul 352-495-9419 or paul-
moler@bellsouth.net

Chapter E-18 New Membership Application
Not for renewals!

Name:

Telephone:
Address:

City:
State: Zip:

Please check level of membership:
£ Basic $35.00
£ Introductory $20.00
Make check payable to National Audubon Society
Alachua Audubon Chapter ONLY Membership $10.00
Make checks payable to Alachua Audubon Society
(Receive The Crane but no National or State Publication)
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